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THE AIMS OF NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
~By-Marchette Chute 





The United States could not exist without the written word. Take 


it away and the country could not operate. Very little work could 
be carried on or knowledge transmitted, and the civilization we know 
would grind to a halt. 


Nor can the United States exist without readers, Ours is a 
government of the many, not the few, and it is based on trust in 
its citizens. It trusts them to have formed the habit of finding 
out, and that means the habit of reading. We live in a compli- 
cated and difficult time, when we must be well informed if we are 
to survive, and as a democratic nation we depend on knowledge as we 
never have before. 


Yet, as a nation, we have not formed the habit of reading. A 
Gallup poll of 1955 showed that 61% of the adults in America had 
not read any book except the Bible the previous year. Another sur- 
vey showed that half the nation's adults live within a mile of a 
public library, but only one-fifth of them go inside. Reading has 
increased in recent years as measured in newspaper, magazine, and 
book sales and in the use of public libraries, but the increase has 
not been as great as it has been in many other uses of leisure time. 


Certainly the people of the United States have plenty of time 
for reading. We have cut the sixty-hour work week to forty hours. 
We have invented electrical appliances that replace a great deal of 
manual labor. We have lengthened the life span. The opportunity 
exists, and the leisure, but the American people have not yet 
learned what can be done with it. 


It is to help them learn that National Library Week has come 
into being. Its purpose is to encourage the people of the United 
States to do more reading, and its theme for the first year is 
"Wake Up and Read!" We cannot afford a country of lazy minds and 
the boredom thet comes from knowing little and caring less. We 
cannot afford a nation of nonreaders. 


Moreover, the habit of reading is not only vital to a dem- 
cratic society but a source of enrichment to the individual himself, 
It is the people who read who have the most successful careers, for 
business and industry have never been able to find as many educated 
and intelligent men and wmen as they need. Moreover, any reader 
has in his hands one of the world's great sources of entertainment, 
an activity that can be practiced almost anywhere and at any age. 

A child can read under an apple tree, a traveler in an airplane, a 
housewife shelling peas, an old man bound to the immobility of a 








hospital bed; and each of them will be released into a world of de- 
light that could never have existed for them otherwise. 


The first emphasis of Library Week will be on the libraries of 
the United States, to make our fortunate citizens realize the value 
of this vast, free treasure that is spread out over the land, and 
to help them learn how to use it at full capacity. But from this 
beginning the activities of Library Week will reach out in many 
directions. It will focus attention on the vital importance of the 
school library, the college library, the home library. 


It will underline the value of having books available in every 
room of the house--those easy, welcoming rooms in which every member 
of the family can read at his own pace and in his own way, and where 
even a small child can listen to a family hour of reading aloud and 
suddenly decide to explore for himself the magic that lies between 
the covers of a book. 


Library Week will co-operate with those other great sources of 
enlightenment and entertainment, the magazines and newspapers of the 
United States, and it will work also through the national and local 
networks of radio and television. As the horizons of Americans are 
broadened, there will be larger and more intelligent audiences for 
the theater, films, music, and everything else that is related to 
printed materials or reflected by them. And since the habit of 
reading is the best kind of adult education, it will take some of 
the strain off the school system and guarantee an education that 
will not stop when the college years are over but continue for life. 


All this is the goal of Library Week. Its success will lie in 
the hands of the men and women who want to awaken their fellow citi- 
zens to the delight, the value, and the magnificent opportunities of 
the habit of reading, and who will encourage them, in the first con- 
certed national effort that has ever been made in this field, to 
"Wake Up and Read}" 


tkditors-nete: This selection is reprinted from the Organizational 
Handbook, published by the National Book Committee, Inc. the goal 
of Library Week, as stated Miss Chute, should be a continuing 
goal of Wisconsin libraries. Marchett<_ 


National Library Week in Wisconsin 
News Notes 





STATE COMMITTEE. Chairman Louis Kaplan called a meeting of the 30- 
member State Committee on National Library Week for January 6, 1958. 
Sixteen members attended to discuss what is presently being done to 
advance the purposes of the Week, what else should be done, and what 
suggestions the State Committee might offer to local comnittees. 

Attending this meeting were Robert E. Gard, Mrs. Ethel Brann, Harris 

















Buros, Mrs. Ernest T. Clough, H. Vail Deale, Merl E. Gribble, George 
Hall, Senator Kirby Hendee, Mrs. James Hill, Jr., Mrs. Jacob Klein, 

Martha Merrill, Margaret Moss, Senator Horace W. Wilkie, and Jennie 

Schrage for Mrs. Melvin F. Bonn. 


LOCAL COMMITTEES. By January 10, libraries in the following com- 
munities had requested an Organizational Handbook, indicating local 
committees for National Library Week would be organized: Ashland, 
Beaver Dam, Beloit, Cudahy, Eau Claire, La Crosse, Lake Geneva, 
Madison, Menasha, Milwaukee, Rhinelander, Rice Lake, Shawano, 
Sheboygan, Shorewood, South Milwaukee, Stevens Point, Watertown, 
Wausau, West Allis, and Wisconsin Rapids. 
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Are you limiting your professional reading to the same few 
journals? We all know how this kind of thing piles up, but there's 
gold (and stimulation) in those mountains. See some of the follow- 
ing--and call them also to the attention of your fellow staff 
members: 


UNESCC Bulletin for Libraries. The Nove-Dece, 1957, is- 
sue j- devoted to audio-visual services in public li- 
braries. 





Adult Leadership. The November issue contains several 
thought-provoking articles, particularly one by Paul H. 
Sheats, "UNESCO and World-Wide Adult Educetion." See 
also the December issue for the story on the public li- 
brary in Cairo, Georgia, and January for Mrs. Stevenson's 
stirring inaugural address. 





Channels. This is a twice-a-month roundup of ideas and 

trends in health and welfare public relations and educa- 
tion, which never fails to contain a new viewpoint or a 

bright idea, and lists much good free material, 
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BOOK-SELECTION POLICIES IN WISCONSIN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Sheboygan, Green Bay, Kenosha, 
La Crosse, and Madison 


In 1956, Wisconsin public libraries spent $922,919 for books, 
periodicals, and audio-visual materials. How this money was spent, 
in some libraries, was determined by a book-selection policy written 
by the staff and approved by the library board. Many other libraries 
were governed by a less formal but no less thoughtful set of princi- 
ples. It is safe to guess that in some libraries book selection was 
made by caprice. 


This variety in approach to collecting materials is current in 
every state. It is a comment on the heavy work loads, or lack of 
professional staff, or a lack of attention paid to general goals and 
policies of library service. 


With publication of Public Library Service, new standards are 
set out to guide in developing goals. Three standards in particular 
carry important meaning for effective and practical book selection: 





Standard 87. "Every library should have a written statement of 
policy, covering the selection and maintenance of its collection of 
books and nonbook materials." 


Standard 88. "The needs of the various age and interest groups in 
the commmity should be reflected in the library's annual budget 
allocations for resources and in the continuing selection of material 
to meet their needs." 


Standard 89. "The collection must contain the various opinions which 
apply to important, complicated, and controversial questions, in- 
cluding unpopular and unorthodox positions." 


Statements on book-selection policy were solicited from several 
libraries in the State with the hope that their content might be 
helpful to librarians and board members in understanding the impor- 
tance of appropriate material in carrying out a library's proper 
function. 


The five contributors have commented on how to prepare book- 
selection policies and how to implement them with work procedures, 
as well as having submitted governing statements. 





# Wisconsin Public Libraries Service Record, 1956. 























MEAD PUBLIC LIBRARY--SHEBOYGAN 


This "Book Selection Policy and Maintenance of Collections" was 


adopted by the Mead Public Library Board several years ago; 


1. 


2. 


3. 
he 
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The major objectives of this library are education, information, 
aesthetic appreciation, research, and recreation. In our city, 
the library needs to be the commnity's university. 


The library should be constantly alert to its great obligation 
in a democracy--our form of government requires an informed 
citizenry. The library should be constantly aware of our ever- 
changing and rapidly changing world. The needs of the community 
should not only be immediately met but anticipated. The book 
collection should at all times be kept up to date. There should 
be periodical weeding. The library should have an efficient 
system for prompt cataloging of current books so that they are 
immediately available for the comunity. 


Emphasis should be placed on local and state history. 


Materials on all sides of public questions should be included 
in the collection. The library stands neutral on any belief or 
view. Selection of material should be on the basis of quality. 
The library reserves the right of rejection, but endeavors to 
distinguish between rejection and censorship. 


The library feels that the best of narration in books and the 
best of illustration in books when made available to the child 
from the earliest age through the teen age will combat a taste 
for the mediocre. 


The library should provide related materials, such as periodicals, 
newspapers, pamphlets, pictures, recordings, films. Audio-visual 
material is part of the library service, but at no time is it to 
be considered other than added service. 

Marie Barkman, librarian, says regarding procedures: 


"The children's librarian orders books for the Children's De- 





partment. She receives ideas and suggestions from her co-workers. 

She submits weekly orders. A branch librarian submits suggestions 

of what she will find valuable in her branch. The staff members 

in charge of school stations make out replacement lists and submit 

suggestions of added titles that will be valuable to their service. 
The Reference Department is expected to be constantly alert to any 

gaps in subject matter that might be useful in their work. The re- 
serves for books are always watched because some requests of patrons 
for books the library does not have are taken through the reserve 
librarian. And the reserve lists are watched for necessary added 
copies to meet demands. 








"All of the above is a continual activity here--in no way 
seasonal, not even monthly, but daily. We want to take care of 
our public today." 


KELLOGG PUBLIC LIBRARY--GREEN BAY 


The following outline of policy and procedures from Sybil 
Schuette, librarian, was accompanied by her statement, "I am not 
satisfied with it": 


The Kellogg Public Library in Green Bay follows the policies 
of book selection as outlined in the standards quite closely. We 
endeavor to find the best possible books on a given subject and 
those which reflect the needs and interests of our constituents. 
Both sides of controversial subjects are represented in our book 
collection wherever possible. Books on specific religions are not 
ordinarily purchased by the library, but are frequently given to 
the library by organizations and individuals. We welcome requests 
for specific books when we can find recommendations for them and 
are sure that they will be of interest to enough people to warrant 
purchase, or if they are important in themselves and fill a need 
in our collection. 


For the past few years, we have carried on aggressive weeding 
of our collection to rid our shelves of old and out-of-date material, 
especially in technical fields, shabby and worn-out books, reference 
books, and bound magazines which have outlived their usefulness. 

We still have not achieved the withdrawing of five per cent of our 
collection, which is advocated. 


Besides books, the library purchases filmstrips, 16 mm, films, 
stereopticon views and viewers, recordings, microfilm of newspapers, 
periodicals, pamphlets, pictures, maps. Books are bought for the 
main Adult Department, children's, young people's, county and 
school collections, for two branches, with a third branch almost 
completed, and for three hospital collections. 


After the branch and hospital librarians have looked over books 
already received, read book reviews, etc., their suggested titles 
are studied by the head librarian and 0.K.'d for purchase, or some 
titles deleted and others suggested. The assistant head librarian, 
who is also head of the Children's and County Departments, selects 
the books for these departments and for the school collection. She 
also selects the filmstrips and stereopticon views. Films are viewed 
and staff consensus of opinion considered. Recordings are selected 
by the head librarian with the help of an assistant who has a good 
knowledge of music. Children's recordings for various purposes-- 
for loan and for use with preschool groups--are selected by the head 
and the assistant head librarians. 














The reference librarian selects the pamphlets for the most part 
and suggests reference books for purchase, The head librarian selects 
the books for the adult collection at the main library and welcomes 
suggestions from the staff as r whole as they find, in working with 
the public, subject areas which are not covered adequately. 


Each member of the staff is given time to read book reviewing 
and professional periodicals so that he knows his wares and is able 
to suggest materials intelligently to the public. 


This is a very brief outline of the procedure of book selection, 
which we try to keep simple and workable. 


GILBERT M. SIMMONS LIBRARY--KENOSHA 


"The position of the Library Board is that book selection is 
an administrative duty of the chief librarian, and as such is out- 
side their jurisdiction, unless invited to express an opinion,” 
says Dorothy L. Huth, chief librarian. 


Miss Huth states the Simmons Library policy as follows: 


"It is the policy of this librery, as a tax-supported agency 
serving the whole community of Kenosha, to meet the following stand- 
ards in book selection: 


"To meet the needs of all age and interest groups in the com- 
munity (informational, educational, recreational, and inspirational), 
without concentrating upon any particular part of the community at 
the expense of the whole 


"To supply books and other materials containing information on 
important, timely, and controversial questions, including minority 
positions, consistent with literary and ethical standards of the 
library 


"To maintain a well rounded collection in both fiction and non- 
fiction of all library materials, and to keep this material useful 
and usable through judicious weeding and replacement 


"To consider the particular demands of patrons or groups, if 
consistent with library standards 


"To rely upon the final judgment of the head librarian in any 
particular instance, in view of the fact that book selection done 
by content evaluation must necessarily be subjective, even when 
guided by well defined standards (The head librarian is guided also 
by the opinion and advice of the professional staff.)" 
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Miss Huth describes book-selection procedure thus: 
1. Book reviews read and checked for purchase by: 


Heads of departments: reference, circulation 

Chief librarian 

Periodicals checked as they arrive: Kirkus, Library Journal, 
Booklist, New York Times Book Review 

Other materials checked: McClurg catalogs, publishers' brochures, 
any special sources considered important at the time (lists of 
foreign books, etc.) 

Crder cards made out by order clerk for titles having check of 
chief librarian 








2. Book reviews read and checked for purchase by: 


Heads of branches 

Periodicals checked as they arrive: Horn Book, Kirkus--Chil- 
dren's Section, Library Journal, Booklist, Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin, and any other review periodical preferred by each 

Other materials checked: McClurg catalogs, publishers' brochures, 
any special sources 

Order cards made out by heads of branches 








3. Monthly meeting (adult) attended by: 


Chief librarian, heads of reference, circulation, catalog, and 
heads of branches except head of children's services, and one 
school branch which is not open to adults 


Monthly meeting (juvenile) attended by: 

Head of children’s services, heads of branches 

Adult meeting: order cards read by order clerk for central li- 
brary (At this time, duplicate copies may be indicated, a 
particular title questioned, or commentary made. Heads of 
branches read their titles, which in turn may be duplicated 
or questioned.) 

Juvenile meeting: same procedure followed 


After meetings, head of catalog adds her suggestions, which are 
checked by chief librarian, especially for duplicates and special 
needs. 


LA CROSSE PUBLIC LIBRARY--LA CROSSE 


The Library Board adopted the following "Materials-Selection 
Policy" in July, 1957, according to Gertrude R. Thurow, librarian: 

















I. 


II. 


III. 
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OBJECTIVES 


The aims and objectives of the La Crosse Public Librery are 

to provide all people of La Crosse with materials to foster 
"education, information, research, recreation and creative 

use of leisure time." These materials include not only 
printed matter but those of audio-visual nature as well and 
are selected with the needs of the community in mind. Major 
emphasis is placed upon educational and informational material, 
including timely current publications and those of permanent 
value. Therefore, the La Crosse Public Library accepted the 
following objectives and responsibilities: "(1) to assemble, 
preserve, and administer books and related educational materials 
in organized collections in order to promote, through guidance 
and stimulation, an enlightened citizenship and enriched per- 
sonal lives, (25 to serve the comunity as a general center 

of reliable information, (3) to provide opportunity and en- 
couragement for children, young people, men and women to edu- 
cate themselves continuously."* 


CRITERIA 
Books are selected with the following criteria in mind: 


1. Importance of subject matter 

2. Reputation and significance of the author 

3. Scarcity of material on the subject 

lh. Authcritativeness 

5. Readability 

6. Availability of material elsewhere in the community 

7. Appearance of a title in special bibliographies and indexes 
8. Potential use in the community 


METHOD OF SELECTION 
1. New books 


A. In selecting books, many reliable book review sources 
are used. 

B. Selection is made by a book selection committee of the 
staff. Suggestions and recommendations of all staff 
members, field specialists and professional people, 
and other members of the community are considered when 
purchasing. 

C, Final responsibility for the selection of material 
rests with the librarian. 





* Leigh, Robert D. The Public Library in the United States, pp. 
16-17, Columbia University Press, New York, 1950. 
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2. Duplication--replacement 


It is the aim of the library to maintain a complete col- 
lection, to weed obsolete material, and to replace material 
of importance and permanent value. If a book merits dup- 
lication, a copy is purchased when requests warrant, tak- 
ing into consideration the number of copies already in the 
system. Duplication at the branches is made according to 
need. 


36 Gifts 


Gifts of books and other materials may be accepted by the 
library with the explicit understanding that they are not 
necessarily to be added to the collection. 


h. It is desirable to obtain material of local and state in- 
terest, duplicating when necessary for circulation, and re- 
placing lost and worn-out material when possible. 


5. "Library Bili of Rights" 


The "Library Bill of Rights," Articles 1-, is accepted 
as the statement of basic policies governing the material 
selection of the library. In regard to Article 5 concern- 
ing meeting rooms, the decision was to maintain the "Trus- 
tees' Policy" of January 28, 1954, which reads: "future 
requests be subject to the approval of the Building and 
Grounds Committee." 


Miss Thurow writes concerning procedures: 


"The adult book selection is done by a special committee of the 
staff consisting of the circulation librarian, who also devotes part 
time to book selection, the reference librarian, the two branch li- 
brarians, and another circulation librarian, in addition to the 
chief librarian. All staff members are encouraged to hand in recom- 
mendations. Suggestions also are welcomed and accepted from patrons 
and from specialists in their various fields in the community. This 
meeting is held every second Monday morning of the month. (In addi- 
tion, a period of an hour is set aside each Monday morning, except 
the first Monday, which is a regular staff meeting, for staff read- 
ing of reviews and other professional iheniiene.? 


"Another committee meets every third Monday of the month for 
selecting children's books, All the regular children's workers from 
main library and the branch libraries sit in on this meeting. Many 
of our juvenile books are sent on approval so that the examination 
of these is an important part of the meeting. 
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"Because of the great demands in our Children's Department, 
about 33% of the book budget was allotted to this branch of our 
work this year. 


"The library subscribes to many of the outstanding reviewing 
materials which serve as guides. Among them are Best Sellers, 
Booklist, Bulletin of the Children's Book Center, Chicago Sunda 
Tribune Magazine of Books, Horn Book, Library Journal, Wes York 
Saat Teltaae Weck Werte, New York Times ook Review, Publishers’ 
Weekly, Virginia Kirkus'Service, Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 














"We also use the book reviewing sections of our magazines and 
other newspapers." 


MADISON FREE LIBRARY--MADISON 


Orrilla Blackshear, assistant librarian, describes a procedure 
being followed in formulating the goals of the public library's 
total service in Madison. How this affects development of book- 
selection policy is stated here: 


"The Madison Free Library does not have a formal book-selection 
policy at this time, although there is a guide to responsibility 
that was prepared by the Library Board some time ago. The formula- 
tion of objectives and policies is of first importance in plaming 
for the future of public library service in this community. 


"Now that we have the valuable direction of the new national 
public library standards to turn to, it seems to be an especially 
appropriate time to formulate objectives and policies. 


"It will be necessary to prepare a statement of objectives 
before any kind of workable policy can be determined. For that 
reason, we hope to follow these steps in the preparation of the 
library's policy, which will include a policy for book selection: 


1. The administrative staff will prepare a statement of the li- 
brary's objectives. It will be discussed with the library 
staff and submitted to the Library Board for discussion and 
approval, 


2. The administrative staff will make a survey of the Madison com- 
munity. The entire library staff will be involved in this as 
much as possible. 


3. The survey will be analyzed in terms of community needs, mate- 
rials, and program. As a part of this step, previous library 
and existing community surveys will be evaluated. 


4. A tentative draft of library policy will be prepared by the 
administrative staff, 
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The tentative draft of the policy will be presented to the pro- 
fessional staff for discussion and possible revision. It will 
then go to the Library Board for their consideration and approval. 


The final policy (including the book-selection policy) will be 
studied by the staff so that they will be able to interpret it 
to the library's public. 


Library objectives and policies will be brought to the attention 
of the general public through the use of the press, radio, and 
through group contacts. Our aim will be to include high lights 
of the policy in the public presentation of the 1958 annual re- 
port." 


Mrs. Blackshear further describes Madison Free Library's cur- 


rent experiment in book-selection procedures: 


1. 
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Assistant librarian's duties in selection of materials 


Supervises procedures in selection of books, recordings, pam- 
phlets, and periodicals, including the work of selection com- 
mittees and the conducting of meetings 


Recommends selection policies 


Recommends materials budget and its allocation among divisions 
and branches 


Gives preliminary approval to new titles, however acquired, and 
final approval for duplicates and replacements (Final approval 
is made by the head librarian.) 


Gives final approval for binding, discard, and transfer 


Co-ordinates selection policies and practices between adult and 
juvenile services, among divisions, and among branches 


Evaluates and assigns gifts of books, records, pamphlets, and 
periodic als 


Developes procedures to expedite the ordering, cataloging, and 
preparation of library materials and co-ordinates classifications 


and cataloging policy 


Book Selection Committee for adult and young people's books is 
composed of assistant librarian, head of Home Reading Division, 
head of Catalog-Order Division 


This committee does the preliminary selection of adult and 
young people's books, using as its guide the ALA Booklist, 
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Library Journal, Kirkus' Service, publishers' notices, and 
general book reviewing periodicals and special bibliographies. 





The committee for children's books is composed of the assistant 
librarian and the children's librarian. This committee does 
the preliminary selection of children's books, using as its 
guide the ALA Booklist, Junior Libraries, Kirkus' Service, 
Horn Book, Junior Reviewers, Bulletin of ‘the Children’s Book 
Center, and special bibliographies. 








A list prepared with sources of review from the selections of 
the committees is distributed to the heads of branches and the 
bookmobile. They, in turn, select from the list those titles 
which are suitable to the needs of the various agencies. The 
initial list of books automatically becomes the selection for 
the main library collection. Duplications are indicated by 
the head of home reading for adult and young people's books 

and by the children's librarian for children's books. The com- 
pilation from these lists becomes the basis for the order which 
is sent to the jobber. 


Any branch librarian, head of a division, or any staff member 
has the privilege of recommending titles for purchase, 


Suggestions made by borrowers are considered when selecting 
books. 


The Committee on Adult and Young People's Books meets weekly. 
The Committee on Children's Books meets biweekly. 


This plan for committee work is experimental, and the present 
plan is the result of several previous trials. 


We are hoping that this plan will expedite the receipt of books 
in a continuous flow, and will make for more efficient process- 
ing, but primarily will encourage staff participation and re- 
sponsibility in the selection of materials. 


eee He 
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THE BOOK COLLECTION TAKES THE SPOTLIGHT 


By Mrs. Ruth Swenson 
Director of the Traveling Library 


For a librarian, money for books is the open sesame to adven- 
ture, exploration, and rewarding hard work. As you will read in 
the fiscal '57 report on the use of federal funds, which appears in 
this issue (p. 37), the figure, 6,075 volumes, did not impress you, 
I am sure. We are accustomed to many more digits when boasting, 
but here we present a fact. 6,075 volumes were purchased with the 
purpose of developing a book collection to meet Standards 25, 28, 
and 30. This is a resume of the selection,which resulted in a more 
useful and inspiring book collection. 


A formal survey of the book stock was not made because we were 
all very conscious of its inadequacies and its sufficiencies. Since 
the children's collection had suffered most through lack of new books 
and the wearing out of old ones, this section really begged for at- 
tention. Several "best book" type of lists that appeared at this 
time were checked with our holdings, and titles were selected with 
the thought of building a collection of permanent value. Starred 
entries in the Children's Catalog were the next consideration for 
purchase. Along with this process of selection was the reverse 
process, that of weeding. Replacements and new editions were ordered, 
and the subject areas which needed more recent material, especially 
descriptions of other lands and peoples, required further search. 

The Basic Book Collection series published by ALA proved a good 
source for these additional listings. 








Several years ago, a gesture was made in the direction of a 
young people's collection. Librarians of small commnity libraries 
were requesting books for their teen-age patrons, and we tried to 
meet the demand with the funds available. Now that we could really 
develop a young people's collection, we had first to decide how much 
duplication of the adult titles and the juvenile titles recormended 
for young people would be advisable. Taking funds, space, and use 
into account, it was considered best to purchase only those adult 
titles which have been selected for the list, "Interesting Adult 
Books for Young People," to build this collection. We would not 
place juvenile titles in this collection. Book Bait also offered 
titles of lasting value, and these were also ordered in enough 
copies to provide an exhibit. The Standard Catalog for High School 
Libraries and the Traveling Science Library for Wien Schoots listing 


provided us with basic titles. 





How often we have been embarrassed to send shabby copies in 
answer to a reequest for a standard title of fiction: Federal 
money could now be used to replace those worn-out books and to fill 
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in the gaps. The Fiction Catalog was a source on which we could 
base an organized approa o the fiction collection, and it was 
used in checking and ordering. The Gold Star List of American 
Fiction and lists of outstanding titles were checked to develop 
a collection to meet the standards, All in all, it was not a 
complicated task to improve the usefulness of this part of the 
collection. 





The adult subject collection presented more problems. First, 
there was a need to add books in certain areas. Our frustration 
in not being able to complete requests was a good guide, and our 
continual borrowing of certain titles was also an indication of 
needed materials. Two of such subjects come to mind as examples-- 
transistors and the Gregorian chant. The special sections in the 
Library Journal and the Wilson Bulletin were combed for suggestions, 
and soblect bibliographies were perused for the books we needed. 
The Traveling Library had never owned the Pageant of America series, 
and this was now a possible purchase. Our titles in the Chronicles 
of America series needed to be replaced, and the sight of our Greek 
and Latin books resembled a heap of discarded school texts. The 
Loeb Classical Library titles were checked to remedy this state of 
affairs, We still have much work before us. 











Being a part of such a book selection project has its rewards 
and drawbacks. There is a leavening of the spirit in furthering 
acquaintance with good books and a growing respect for the helpful 
bibliographies, as well as the very tangible result--an inspiring 
and useful book collection, one step nearer to the standards. On 
the debit side, we know that we cannot keep this pace in book buy- 
ing, and the old cry, "We do not have enough money for books,” will 
be heard again. So the door will close on our adventure, but all 
of us will be richer for this experience, 


Aids Used in Selecting Adult Books 





American Panorama; essays by fifteen American critics on 350 books 
past and present which portray the U.S.A. in its many aspects. 
Ed. by Eric Larrabee. New York University Press, 1957. 

A Booklist for Correctional Institution Libraries, July 1955-June 

e e American Correctional Association. 

Fiction Catalog. 1950, 1951-1955 supplement, 1956 supplement. 
H. W. Wilson, 1951-57. 

Gold Star List of American Fiction. Syracuse Public Library, 1957. 

st o utstanding Books." The New York Times Book Review, 
Dec. 1, 1957, PPe 68-73. 

New Educational Books, 1957. University of Wisconsin Memorial 
Librarye 

1957-58 Wisconsin Reading Circle Annual Supplement; professional 
books for the teachers of Wisconsin. Sete Reading Circle Board 


and Department of Public Instruction. 
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Recommended Books for a Mental Health Library. The National Associa- 
tion for Mental Health, 1957 


e 
Standard Catalog for Public Libraries. 195-1956 supplement. H. W. 
Wilson, 1957. 
Third World Affairs Book Fair, 1956. Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. 


The World's Best Books, Homer to Hemingway. Ed. by Asa Don Dickinson. 
eo We Wi son, 


s 
"The Year's Best." Saturday Review, Dec. 22, 1956, pp. 12-136 











Aids Used in Selecting Young People's Books 





Book Bait. Ed. by Elinor Walker. American Library Association, 


& 
Books of tne rraversne High School Science Library. Rev. ed. 
erican Associat or the Advancement of Science, 1956. 
Interesting Adult Books of 1956 for Young People. American Library 
Pe February, 1957.6 
Standard Catalog for High School Libraries. 7th ed. H. W. Wilson, 


19576 











Aids Used in Selecting Children's Books 





A Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades. American Library 
Association, 1556. 
Book Trails 1957-58. The Wisconsin School of the Air. 
n*s la Oe 9th ede H. WwW. Wilson, 1956. 
fty s Recommended for Children." By Phyllis Fenner. The 


Proof of the eating. John Day, 1957. 
Growing Up 8; 250 books which every child should have a 
chance to read and enjoy. Library Journal. 


McCall's List of 100 Best Books for Children. McCall's, 1956. 











a 


News From American Heritage. The December issue of American Heri- 
tage contains a noteworthy historical document-=-the long-distance 
ari vote telephone conversations between Theodore Roosevelt and his 
supporters at the 1916 presidential nominating conventions--pub- 
lished for the first time. This issue also contains 13 other ap- 
pealing articles, ranging in content from a 16-page extra on that 
ever-appealing Gibson Girl to an article entitled, "A Congressman's 
Prayer," by John Quincy Adams, 








eee t & 
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THE WAUKESHA STORY 


By Ione A. Nelson 


In the mind of this writer, the development of the Waukesha 
county library idea is inextricably interwoven with the urbaniza- 
tion of the county, federal aid to libraries, the Wisconsin plan 
for library development, the new standards for public library serv- 
ices, and Wisconsin's county library committee legislation. 


Background, The Waukesha county library idea has received its real 
stintus from the rapidly changing character of the county--rural to 
urban. Agriculture has declined and industry increased. Farm popu- 
lation has declined and urban farm increased. New communities have 
mushroomed from farm holdings. There have been annexations to exist- 
ing municipalities. One new city of approximately 16,000 and third 
in area in the State has been incorporated within the past two and 

a half years. The county's population has grown from 85,901 in 

1950 to an estimated 125,000. There is no indication that the trend 
is slowing down. 


And what is causing this to be the fastest growing county in 
the State? The large increase in births over deaths and the move- 
ment of people out from Milwaukee County. 


Paralleling the population swell is an increase in theequalized 
value of property. In 1950, the county total was $277,513,595, and 
in 1957, $66,786,265. The county is one of the wealthiest in the 
State. 


These changes are naturally producing an ever-growing demand 
for urban comrunity services that are coupled with problems of 
development which point out the need for adaptations and adjustments 
of the municipal and county governmental structures, assignments of 
responsibility, and sources of tax revenues. Another problem that 
must be resolved is the conflict between older and newer residents 
in parts of the county regarding the need for new services and 
facilities. Also, it can be expected that there will be a closer 
identifcation with the economy and government in the Milwaukee 
metropolitan area, the region of which Waukesha County is a part. 


To make the adjustments in this period of urbanization, it is 
necessary that the people take an active interest in planning on 
both the local and county levels to avoid making costly mistakes. 


For further interpretation and elaboration on the changing 
Waukesha County, the reader is referred to Ruth Baumann's Trends 


Affecting Local Governments in Waukesha pounte Prepared for the 
tizens and Homemakers of Waukes ounty, eau © vernment, 
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Extension Division, University of Wisconsin, January, 195he 


Self-Appraisal Study. The inclusion of public library service in 
e county's self-appraisal study of community services to children 
and youth in 195 is attributed to the demand for urban services. 


This was the beginning of the organized development of the county 
library idea in Waukesha. 


In April of that year, the County Board of Supervisors passed 
a resolution authorizing the study to be made with the assistance 
of the Division for Children and Youth, State Department of Public 
Welfare. The Wisconsin Free Library Commission was asked to co- 
operate in the area of public library service, and this staff con- 
sultant was assigned to the project. 


In October, the staff members of all the participating State 
agencies began to gather information and material about the various 
services under study. In the library field, services to adults and 
to children and youth were both studied inasmuch as the role of the 
public library is to extend its services to people of all ages. 


By the time the consultant had visited all the seven libraries 
in the county and compiled the pertinent data, the Steering Committee 
of the self-appraisal study had appointed a seventeen-member Library 
Work Committee. Some of the members were members of local library 
boards, others were from communities that were interested in estab- 
lishing library service, still others were interested in extended 
library services, and two were librarians. Howard Chase of Hartland 
was the chairman, 


From January, 1955, to April, the library committee met several 
times to study the data collected. They reached the conclusion that 
good library service was essential to all the people in the county, 
not just the half that was being served, and that the quality of 
service offered varied to a great degree from library to library. 
They also concluded that the small commnity could not on its own 
provide the service a large community could with its larger tax 
base. Throughout their discussions ran the thread of the possi- 
bility of federal aid for the development of rural libraries being 
passed by Congress and the forthcoming new standards for public li- 
braries, which together could provide an incentive for library develop- 
ment on a county level and a guide for the pattern of that develop- 
ment. 


In April, they finalized their report to the Steering Committee 
with the following recommendations: * 


#* Citizens of Waukesha County. An Appraisal of Community Services 
for Children and Youth in Waukesha a Ppe fo) de 1L9dbe 
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1. That a continuing county library committee be set up by the 
County Board of Supervisors to plan extension of library serv- 
ice. The present committee offers its services and suggests 
that the County Board of Supervisors be represented on the 
committee. That this continuing county library committee so 
set up explore and study in detail methods of developing ex- 
tension of library services and their costs, and on the basis 
of this study recommend a plan for the extension of library 
service to all Waukesha County residents, That this committee 
also make plans for and activate a program of information on 
library services and their costs to the people of the county. 


2. That the continuing county library committee keep in touch with 
local communities, which are now establishing libraries, in 
order to work out plans that will fit them into a larger unit 
of service. 


That commnities not now having local library service but de- 
siring to establish such service should be encouraged to do 
so. That, on the advice and guidance of the continuing county 
library committee and its informational program, these new 
local libraries would be so organized that in the event of a 
library extension program in the county they would become 
participating members. 


3. That the County Board of Supervisors request the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission to provide assistance to the continuing county 
library committee in their study of methods of developing library 
services and in drawing up a recommended plan by which library 
service in Waukesha County may be improved and extended to reach 
the entire population of the county. 


The library services report, together with the reports from the 
other committees participating in the self-appraisal study, was 
published and presented to the County Board of Supervisors in Sep- 
tember, 1955. 


In order to make doubly sure the County Board would appoint a 
library committee to continue the study and draw up a plan for li- 
brary development, the Library Work Committee met with the Education 
Committee of the County Board in January, 1956, and requested that 
they present a resolution for the appointment of a library committee 
to the board at their February meeting. This was done. The County 
Board appointed the self-appraisal Library Work Committee as an on- 
going Library Services Committee with a representative, Lester Beck, 
from the Education Committee, as a member. The new committee was a 
subcommittee of the Education Committee. 


Libr. Services Committee. Because the work committee as a whole 
was appointed by the County Board to continue as the Library Services 
Committee, no individual members were named to serve on it. This 
resulted in new people, interested in library development, meeting 


with the committee and automatically becoming a part of it. A few 
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of the original members dropped out. Attendance at their meetings 
varied from 10 to 50. All meetings were open to the public. 


In May, 1956, Mr. Chase, who was also chairman of the new com- 
mittee, resigned, because he had accepted a new position which neces- 
sitated his moving out of the county. Joseph Ryan of Pewaukee then 
was elected chairman. 


The new Library Services Committee continued the work of the 
old committee without a break. All forms of library extension or- 
ganization, complete with plans and establishment budgets for 
Waukesha County, were very carefully studied. After much considera- 
tion, the committee decided that the most feasible organizational 
type was a county library system under a county library board, with 
all existing libraries as participating members, new library outlets 
established, and bookmobile service provided. 


During this period of the committee's activity, Wisconsin's ten- 
tative plan for library development was drawn up, an advance copy 
of the new standards for public libraries was available, and the 
federal aid bill was passed. The Waukesha county library plan was 
used as an example in the Wisconsin Plan. The new standards con- 
firmed the opinion that the county would be justified in developing 
a library system, for it more than met the minimum population of 
100,000, had an excellent tax base, and had a good core of libraries 
on which to build. With the passage of the federal aid bill, hopes 
were raised that the county could receive a developmental grant under 
the Wisconsin Plan. 


A publicity and information committee was appointed in the 
spring of 1956. It was responsible for a number of newspaper ar- 
ticles, talks at group and organization meetings, and the printing 
and distribution of a leaflet on the need for a county library in 
Waukesha County. In September, the committee invited all library 
boards and librarians to meet with them. At this meeting, some of 
the libraries expressed a reluctance to become a part of a county 
library system for fear of losing their independence, 


The committee had intended to go to the County Board in Novem- 
ber of 1956 with its proposal for the establishment of a county 
library system. However, at the last moment, they decided not to 
proceed for several reasons. Among these were: (1) Some of the li- 
braries still considered their "independence" of greater impertance 
than the ultimate gains to be received as participating members of 
a library system. (2) There had not been strong enough promotion 
of the county library idea. (3) The feeling between the older and 
newer residents concerning the development of new services had not 
been reconciled to the degree that the proposal for a county library 
system would survive the competition for the tax dollar. (),) Although 
federal aid had passed, the appropriation cut to $0,000 for each 
state would not permit Wisconsin to provide a large enough incentive 
grant to the county to overcome the other foreseeable obstacles. 
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Furthermore, it was uncertain as to when the funds would be released 
to the State by the Federal Government. (This finally came through 
in March, 1957.) 


Instead, the committee decided to prepare and present a progress 
report to the County Board. This was ably done, and the County Board 
was advised that a request would be made in the fall of 1957 for the 
establishment of a county library. 


A few weeks later, the Wisconsin Free Library Commission decided 
to spend a part of the forthcoming $0,000 federal grant on a bookmo- 
bile and books. This was in keeping with the Wisconsin Plan for li- 
brary development. Then policies regarding the use of the bookmobile 
were established. One of them was for exhibit purposes as a part of 
the Commission's information program. The bookmobile, loaded with 
books, staffed by a public library consultant and a driver, and with 
all operational costs paid, could be loaned to a responsible organiza- 
tion for an exhibit period from one day to a month to demonstrate its 
type of service in rural library development. 


This was just what the library committee was waiting for--a 
chance to show the people in small rural communities and open country 
one of the advantages of a county library system. So, in May, 1957, 
vhey officially requested the Commission for a bookmobile exhibit to 
tour Waukesha County during the month of September. The request was 
granted. Both parties now sat tight with crossed fingers, hoping the 
bookmobile would be delivered in time for the exhibit. 


Meanwhile, the committee appointed its publicity and information 
committee under the chairmanship of Mrs. Arthur C, Sanborn of Pewaukee 
to be in charge of local arrangements for the exhibit, and the Travel- 
ing Library in Madison was busy processing the bookmobile's hook col- 
lection. 


The committee, however, while going ahead with its plan for the 
bookmobile exhibit, now faced up to another problem. It had long 
considered that one of its chief difficulties was the lack of official 
legal status. This was due to the earlier mentioned fact that no 
individuals were specifically named to the committee, which resulted 
in a rather loose structure, and that it was a subcommittee of the 
Education Committee rather than a committee of the County Board with 
direct responsibility to the County Board. The committee also had 
no funds on which to operate, At a joint meeting of the Library 
Services Committee and the Education Committee in July, the library 
committee, therefore, recommended to its parent committee that it 
present a resolution to the County Board for the appointment of a 
nine-member county library committee under the county library com- 
mittee law, passed in May, and for funds to reimburse the committee 
for travel and incidental expenses, The Education Committee agreed 
to do this, and the new library committee was appointed in October 
with $300 allowed for expenses. 
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The Library Services Committee would continue to act as a 
"Friends of the Library" group, and made all their materials and 
studies available to the new committee. If a County Library Con- 
mittee had not been appointed, the Library Services Committee had 
agreed to continue with their efforts toward the establishment of 
a county library system. And, of course, meanwhile was the exhibit! 


Bookmobile Exhibit. The bookmobile did arrive at the Commission 

in time for the Waukesha September tour, The Traveling Library had 
the exhibit book collection ready and loaded the bookmobile. It 

was officially dedicated at the Capitol with representatives from 

the Waukesha library committee present. Then it was exhibited at 

the La Crosse County Fair. This initial run was important to the 
Waukesha exhibit--additional equipment and supplies that were found 
necessary were purchased-~everything from a spare tire to a fly spray. 
A bookmobile driver was hired. Finally, the truck was washed and 
polished for its big debut. 





Meanwhile, mighty preparations were being made in Waukesha 
County for the exhibit by the publicity and information committee 
of the Library Services Committee. This small committee expanded 
its membership to include representatives from all towns of the 
county so that every section of the county would have a part in the 
plans for the exhibit. 


When it was know that there was to be a bookmobile exhibit, 
Mrs. Sanborn's committee received requests for over 100 stops. 
Later, in working out the schedule, these had to be cut to 63. 

All the stops were locally sponsored by organizations or libraries. 
Local hostesses for each stop were provided by the sponsors. 


The bookmobile route and schedule were made out, revised, 
clocked with a car, revised, and finally duplicated for distribu- 
tion. 


Three workshops were held by the committee (Brookfield, 
Hartland, and North Prairie) to prepare the hostesses for their 
duties and responsibilities, both before and during the time of 
the exhibit in their community. These workshops were most interest- 
ing, because each one turned out to be more than a hostess-training 
session. They became general public information meetings, because 
so many people other than hostesses came to hear more about a county 
library--the average attendance was 75. However, each workshop 
chairman handled the situation very skillfully so that the people 
who came to be informed were informed, and those who came to receive 
hostess instructions were so instructed. 


Articles appeared in the county newspapers, radio announcements 
were made, and posters exhibited on the forthcoming bookmobile tour. 
Flyers on the need for a county library system were prepared for 
distribution during the exhibit. 
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At last, on the Tuesday morning after Labor Day, the new book- 
mobile, loaded with new books, rolled up to the Waukesha Public Li- 
brary for the official send-off on its tour of the county. Edward 
Lynch, librarian of the Waukesha Public Library, emceed the ceremony. 
The speakers included Joseph M. Junka, chairman of the County Board 
of Supervisors; Mrs. Lila Burton, supervisor from the village of 
Eagle; Lester Beck, supervisor from Brookfield and chairman of the 
County Board's Education Committee; and Joseph Ryan, chairman of the 
Library Services Committee. The next evening, the Waukesha Freeman 
carried a front-page spread on the bookmobile and the ceremony. 


The bookmobile exhibited 
for 20 days--Tuesdays through 
Saturdays throughout the month. 
It traveled 979 miles, made 63 
stops. and exhibited 91 1/) 
hours. The shortest stops 
were 5 minutes, and the longest, 
six hours, with the majority 
one to two hours. 6,00) peo- 
ple visited the exhibit. The 
largest attendance on any one 
day was 783--the average was 
300. Children outnumbered the 
adults three to one. Included 
in its 63 stops were two PTA 
meetings, a county American 
Legion and Auxiliary meeting, 
and the county teachers meet- 
inge 


The schedule was a tight 
one, with several evening show- 
ings, The weather was very 
good except for two or three 
rainy days. Local arrangements 
had been well made. Elizabeth 
Burr, a consultant on the Com- 
mission staff, not only kindly 
but enthusiastically relieved 

Edward Lynch, librarian of the this consultant on the bookmo- 
Waukesha Public Library, and bile, once for a two-day 
Richard Elsener, bookmobile driver stretch and later for a three- 
day stretch. The consultants, 
when scheduled, the driver, 
and the bookmobile "lived" in Waukesha County during the month. 





The consultants answered the "hard" questions regarding the book- 
mobile, a county library system, and library service. Local hostesses 
ably discussed the purpose of the exhibit with visitors, as well as 
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handled the registration. Governmental officials from county to 
town levels came on board to find out more about "this county li- 
brary." It was particularly gratifying to learn that most of the 
adults who visited the exhibit had some idea of what a county li- 
brary system was. The labors of the past three years were paying 
offi 


The most frequent questions on the bookmobile were "Can I take 
a book?" and "When will you be back?" The book collection probably 
received more compliments than any other one of comparable size. 
Many people who were unable to visit the bookmobile while it was 
in their community drove to mother when it was scheduled at a 
time they could see it. Others who could not come asked friends 
to "sign" for them, thinking the registration book was a petition 
for the establishment of a county library. 





Mrs. Arthur C. Sanborn, Pewaukee; Mrs. C. H. Harwood, Waukesha; 
and Ione A, Nelson, Public Library Consultant, Madison 


Local and Milwaukee newspaper reporters came aboard, took pictures, 
and wrote articles for their papers. The radio station in Waukesha 
broadcast the bookmobile's itinerary each day. When the exhibit was 
in Eagle, the state Junior Chamber of Commerce Operation Library"Com- 
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mittee took a movie of the bookmobile and its visitors. Petitions 
for the establishment of county library service were circulated fol- 
lowing local stops and later sent to the County Board. 


The exhibit could never have been put on the road and been as 
successfully conducted had it not been for the excellent work of the 
publicity and information committee and the co-operation they re- 
ceived locally, as well as their co-operation with the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission. Everyone working on the exhibit fully 
understood what good library service could mean to Waukesha County. 


County Library Committee. With the appointment of the County Library 
Committee in October, 1957, under the Wisconsin Statutes, 3.25, the 
Waukesha county library idea has entered its third phase in develop- 
ment. First was the self-appraisal study committee and its conclu- 
sion that library service was essential to everyone in the county; 
then the ongoing Library Services Committee and its study of organiza- 
tional patterns for library development, culminating in the recommen- 
dation of a county system and the bookmobile exhibit as a part of 
their information program; and now a committee with legal status to 
present the plan for a county system to the County Board. 





Five of this new nine-member committee served on the previous 
committee, including the County Board representative, Mr. Beck. 
Four of the members of the committee are members of local library 
boards, two are from communities actively planning the establishment 
of local libraries, one is from the city of Waukesha, and two repre- 
sent the very small rural community and open country. 


Again, this new committee picked up where the previous one left 
off. Mr. Beck is the acting chairman. The committee met twice in 
November, once in December, and will meet in January. ‘At the January 
meeting, they will finalize their plan for a county library system 
organized under 3.25 of the State Statutes. They will then take this 
plan to each library board and its librarian in the county for dis- 
cussion. It is their hope at the time of this writing to present the 
plan to the County Board in the spring so that if it is adopted the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission can include in its plan for the use 
of federal funds in the 1958-1959 fiscal period whatever establishment 
aid the County Library Board may find necessary to reouest. 


Conclusion. Three years of organized progress in the development of 
the Waukesha county library idea without the actual realization of a 
county library system may seem to some a fruitless underteking. How- 
ever, the fact that the people themselves have continued to work toward 
it,without losing interest and in the face of the many complex problems 
which have arisen for the county and its local municipalities because 
of the county's rapidly changing character from rural to urban, points 
to a genuinely recognized need in today's society for books readily 

and easily accessible. Further, Wisconsin's high standards for library 
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service have been accepted from the beginning and with it the need 
for an educational program. At no time has there been evidence of 
a desire on the part of any of the three conmittees to superimpose 
any action on the people or to railroad a plan through. This, of 
course, is true also of the Wisconsin Free Library Conmission-- 
its role throughout has been to advise, educate, and guide, leaving 
the decisions to the people concerned. 


It is also well to remember that Wisconsin does not have state 
aid for libraries, which could perhaps have hastened library develop- 
ment not only in this county but in others. It is true that federal 
aid with its uncertainties--first, would it pass, second, the cutting 
back of the appropriations, and third, the difference in the fiscal 
year from Wisconsin's municipalities--has played a role in Waukesha's 
progress. In the beginning, it loomed large as an incentive in es- 
tablishing county service, but now it plays a secondary role since 
there is a firm belief library service is essential, regardless of 
any aid. Of course, federal aid has been already used in the county-- 
the bookmobile exhibit. 


If Waukesha establishes a county library with the standards ac- 
cepted by the committees, it would be in the position to offer the 
highest quality county library service in the State. However, if a 
county library is not established this year, it will come in the 
near future, for it is a legitimate and popular demand for a so- 
called urban commnity service, Here is an illustration of people 
on the local and county levels trying to develop a service pattern 
and finding a way to meet the problems surrounding it without mak- 
ing costly mistakes, 


When Waukesha County has organized a library system, co-opera- 
tion with the Milwaukee area library systems can take place without 
experiencing the complexities of a crazy-quilt pattern. Thus, a 
whole orderly development of metropolitan library service can take 
Place in the years ahead. 


He enee & 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
1958 DISTRICT ASSOCIATION MEETING SCHEDULE 


At a meeting held in Milwaukee on January 4, the “LA Board and 
the chairmen of district associations decided on the following sched- 
ule and tentative program for the annual district meetings to be held 
in 1958: 


Name of 
Association Chairman Place Date 

West Central Milcred Cripps La Crosse May 5 
Independence 

Indianhead Mrs. Florence Nelson Eau Claire May 6 
Altoona 

Wisconsin Valley Mrs. Dorothy Whittaker Stevens Point May 7 
Rhinelander 

Devils Lake Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear Madison May 9 
Madison 

Fox River Valley Marvin Melick Menasha May 12 
Menasha 

Second Josephine Machus Oconomowoc May 13 
Oconomowoc 

Rock River Valley Mrs. Irene Metke Fort May 14 
Fort Atkinson Atkinson 

Southwestern Mrs. A. B. Gibson Fennimore May 16 
Cuba City 


Notes on the Program. It was agreed that the central theme of the 
spring meetings should be related to librery service. Each district 
association will be free to select their own specific theme, such as 
"How Good Is Our Library Service?" "Progress in Library Service," or 
a similar one. 








The Free Library Commission's demonstrator bookmobile will be 
available for exhibit at every district meeting. Some part of the 
program of each meeting will be devoted to examining the bookmobile 
if it is on exhibit and hearing from the Commission an explanation 
of its use. 


The programs this year will be scheduled generally as follows: 


9:00-10:00 A.M. Registration, coffee 
Bookmobile open for viewing 


10:00-10:45 A.M. All greetings from local community, WLA, WLTA, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission (if not scheduled 
later in the program), and possibly a brief busi- 
ness meeting 
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10:45-12:15 P.M. A panel discussion of selected library service 
standards Panelists from the districts will 
explain how their library is implementing any 
service standard they choose. It was generally 
understood that any example presented should be 
a good example--one that seems to meet the stand- 
ard or aims to meet it. In addition to the panel- 
ists from the local district, one panelist in 
every district meeting will be a Commission re- 
presentative, who will discuss how the ALA's 
Library-Community Project in Shawano is working 
toward implementing the standards pertaining to 
community study, interagency co-operation, etc. 
(Standards 66-68) 


12:30- 2:15 P.M. Luncheon--with or without a speaker--depending 
upon what each locality desires The business 
meeting might be held at the luncheon. 


2:30- 3:30 P.M. (h P.M. adjournment, at the latest) 

Session I--For librarians--the chairman of the 
district will be in charge of the program. 

Session II--For trustees--a representative of 
WLTA will be in charge of a work session on a 
trustees' handbook (a manual to aid library 
trustees in performing their civic and legal 
duties). S. Janice Kee will attend the meeting 
for trustees. If desired by the locality, other 
Commission staff members who attend these meet- 
ings will assist with the program in the librar- 
ians' or trustees’ sessions. 


All things considered, it looks as though these one-day sessions 
are something that librarians and trustees cannot afford to miss. 
In the past, these district meetings have been very beneficial for 
all those participating, and at this writing it looks as though the 
1958 meetings will be no exception. So, mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend the meeting in your district. 
HH HH 


SECTIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE 


Section Chairman Place Date 

College and University Paul Deitz Oshkosh April 19 
Milwaukee 

Reference Marvin Melick No meeting will be held 
Menasha 

County Paul Bartolini § Shawano April 26 
Milwaukee 

Children's Janet Eggum Beaver Dam April 25 
Milwaukee 


Heth & 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY CERTIFICATES GRANTED IN 1957 


Acting under the authority granted in the public library certi- 
fication law (43.165 of the Wisconsin Statutes), the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission granted certificates and licenses in 1957 at each 


of its five regular meetings. 


Whenever discretionary action was taken, recommendations were 
made to the Commission by the Joint Certification Committee. 
committee's secretary made recommendations for all applicants who 
fulfilled the requirements as stipulated in the law. 


During 1957, there were two meetings of the committee. 


The 


The 


first was held on February 7, with Rachel Schenk, Mrs. Grace Lofgren, 
Esther Regli, Mrs. Jean Wulling, and Elizabeth Burr as members of 


the committee. 


With the new appointment of WLA representatives by 


Mrs. Ethel Brann, president of WLA, the ccmmittee met and reorganized 


on December 5. 


Esther Regli was elected chairman; Gladys Cavanagh 


became the Library School representative; Mrs. Alma Sumner, Stoughton, 
became a member of the committee; Mrs. Jean Wulling continued as the 


Commission representative, and Elizabeth Burr, as secretary. 


The flyer on "The Whys and Hows of Certification" was prepared 


and distributed to all libraries in the fall of 1957. 


This mimeo- 


graphed piece outlines the whys of public library certification, 
the requirements for certificates and licenses, the present-day 
equivalents to the "6 weeks' public library course" cited in the 
law, clarifications and policies adopted by the Commission, and how 


to obtain public library certification. 
from the Commission office. 


It is available on request 


Congratulations to the following, who received their certificates 


and licenses: 
Librarian 


Arnold, Mrs. delen W, 
Arnold, Ralph 

Bains, Beth 

Barlow, Mrs. Dorothy 
Booth, Mrs. Ida 


Bowen, Mrs. Mary Miller 
Brandstedter, Mrs. Joyce 
Brooke, Irene 

Brooks, Mrs, llelen R. 
Carter, Mrs. Margaret S. 
Clausen, Mrs. Mildred 
fors, Paul 


Library 


Sturgeon Bay P.L. 

Door County L., Sturgeon Bay 

Beloit P.L. 

Arabut Ludlow P.5., Monroe 

Wis. Free Lib. Comm.» Tasos 
Madison 

Whitefish Bay P.l. 

Eau Claire P.L. 

Madison Free P.L. 

Waupaca P,L,. 

Benton P.L. 

Kellogg P.L., Green Bay 

Wis. Free Lib. Comm., T.l., 
Madison 


Grade 


NWEMY NM WwWrnnn 


Cert. 
Certe 
Cert. 
Cert. 
Cert. 


Cert. 
Cert. 
Cert. 
Lice 

Cert. 
Cert. 
Lice 








Librarian 


Cruger, Doris M. 
Culp, Mrs. Alice 


Culver, Mrs. Emestine M. 
Curtis, Ethel Mae 

Dichac, Kenneth F, 

Evans, Mrs. Virginia Schlump 
Fisher, Mrs. Gwen Purves 
Flinn, Mrs. Marjorie 
Frantz, John C,. 

Gonstead, Mrs. Lydia K. 


Grogan, Mrs. Marian C,. 
Cuelker, Mrs. Iris L. 


Hamilton, Mrs. Loretta Casey 


Harvey, Josephine 
Harwood, Mrs. Dorothy Smith 


Hoeft, Lois Louise 
Jackson, Alice J. 

Jung, Suzanne 

Kaminsky, Gertrude Emily 
Kee, S. Janice 

Kincade, Mrs. Ruth May 


Landeck, Mary Elaine 
Lenfestey, Mrs. Mary 
Littel, Mary Catherine 
Little, Marion 

McCam, Mrs. Elaine 
McCarthy, Phyllis Arlene 
McLane, Eugene G. 

Mills, Forrest L. 
Mitchell, Mrs. Ione 
Molling, Geraldine Beatrice 
Naughton, Dorothy Mae 
O'Rourke, Florence Irene 
Perry, Mrs. Frances R, 
Peterson, Mrs. Agnes 
Ricking, Myrl 

Rifleman, Mrs. Dolores 
Rocca, Josephine Augusta 
Pussell, Sally Ann 
Saemisch, Delores Emma 
Sansburn, Mrs. Helen 
Schlesinger, Mrs. Elizabeth 
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Library 


Madison Free L. 1 
Wis. Free Lib. Comme y Toles 3 
Madison 
Eager Free L., Evansville 2 
Cambridge P.l. 4 
Wis. Free Lib. Comme 1 
Dodgeville P.Le 4 
Superior P,l. 2 
Superior P.L. 1 
Wis. Free Lib. Comm. 1 
D. Re Moon Memorial L., 2 
Stanley 
West Bend P.L. 2 
Wis. Free Lib. Comme , Tele, 3 
Madison 
Wis. Free Lib. Comn., Tele, 1 


Madison new 
Baraboo P.eLe 2 
ae z 

(new 
Manitowoc P.Le 3 


Hurley Free P.L. 

Wauwatosa P.L. 

Joseph Mann L., Two Rivers 

Wis. Free Lib. Comm. 

Maude Shunk Memorial Ley 
Menomonee Falls 

Shorewood P.L. 

Superior P.Le 

Milwaukee PeLe 

Fond du Lac P.Le 

Kimberly P.L. 

Mead P.L., Sheboygan 

Fond du Lac P.Le 

Racine PeLe 

Beloit P.L. 

Milwaukee P.Le 

Wis. Free Lib. Somm. 

Mead P,L., Sheboygan 

Black River Falls P.l. 

Portage Free Le 

Milwaukee P.eLe 

Kellogs P.Le, Green Bay 

Mead P.L., Sheboygan 

Beloit P.L. 

Fond du Lac P.Le 

Rhinelander P.Le 

Milwaukee PoLe 3 


YE ER NNWNRK REP wrRrRK RKP Ewwenr WwrewNw 


Grade 


Cert. 
Certo 


Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Lice 

Certe 
Certo 
Certo 
Certo 


Lice 
Cert. 


Cert. 
form) 
Lice 

Cert. 
form) 
Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Cert. 
Certe 


Lice 

Certe 
Certe 
Certo 
Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Cert. 
Cert. 
Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Cert. 
Lice 

Certe 
Certe 
Certe 
Lice 

Certe 
Certo 
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Librarian Library Grade 
Shaw, Mrs. Ruth Waunakee P,.Le 3 Cert. 
Shimon, Florette F. Manitowoc P.L. 3 Cert. 
Slade, Pauline Josephine Milwaukee P.L. 3 Cert. 
Sloggy, William Kaukauna Free P.Le 1 Cert. 
Solberg, Kathryn Jean La Crosse P.Le 2 Lice 
Somers, Gerald Allan Eau Claire P.L. 1 Cert. 
Spencer, Mrs. Virginia Mae Laona Public and School L. 3 Certe 
Stoker, Thomas Wis. Free Lib. Comm, Tele, 3 Cert. 
Madison 
Thain, Clara Mathilda Boys' and Girts' Le, Kenosha 2 Lice 
Tice, Mrs. Marguerite West Allis P.L. 2 Cert. 
Vietmeyer, Donna Mae Beloit P.L. Cert. 
Waldron, Farozina A. (to be issued when public 3 Lic. 
library position is obtained) 
Yahr, Wanda E, West Bend P.Le 2 Lice 
+e ee 


What became of the Adult Educstion Section of ALA's Public Li- 
varies Division? Under ALA reorganization, it nas been transformed 
Into a full-fledged Division. Its membership forms the nucleus of 
the ALA Adult Services Division, which hes been charged vith re- 
sponsibility for those library services designed to provide continu- 
ing educational, recreational, and cultural development for adults. 
Members incluie librarians from college, echowl, public, armed ferces, 
end hospital libraries. A number are from state library extension 
agency staffs and library schoolse 





ALA members are reminded that they are now entitled to member- 
ship in two divisions--one type-of-library, and one type-of-activity-- 
and may become members of more than two for $2 for each additional 
division. 


+H % % HH 
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TOO GOOD TO MISS--1957 BOOKS 


Some 10,000 new book titles were published in 1957. To select 
these 2); books as "too good to miss" is perhaps an arrogant gesture. 
But since there is precedent for such lists, the arrogance may be 
forgiven, and the motive for making the list (and the list itself) 
be accepted. The list was compiled by the Book Selection Committee 
of the Traveling Library. 


The titles were selected first for readability. Even the 
books which are primarily information giving are good reading. 


Each book is well written or well executed, a sincere statement 
of an orthodox or unorthodox opinion, and contains thoughtful and 
"meaty" ideas. Each book has a long and useful life ahead. 


By specific intent, most best-selling books are omitted, e.ge, 
Churchill's new volume, or By Love Possessed. It was our feeling 
that most libraries already own such noteworthy and widely praised 
and read books. 





"Too Good To Miss," then, presents fine books which represent 
the best of American publishing in 1957--and titles which might 
have been passed by in the pressure of buying to meet demands. 


OF SPECIAL WISCONSIN INTEREST 





Stueber, William F, The Landlooker. Bobbs-Merrill, $3.95. 
Historical novel of Wisconsin in the days of passenger pigeons 
and the Peshtigo fire. 





PEOPLE--OUR IDEAS AND HOW WE LIVE 





Wright, Frank Lloyd. A Testament. Horizon, $10. 
Living and working are one in Wright's purposeful, oconoclastic, 
integrated career. 


Macaulay, Rose. The Towers of Trebizond. Farrar, $3075. 
A Turkish excursion with a group of eccentric Englishmen in 
humorous fashion and great style. 





Wertenbaker, Lael Tucker. Death of a Man. Random, $3. 
A pair of expatriate Americans face death with an unorthodox set 
of convictions. 


Camus, Albert. The Fall. Knopf, $3. 
A provocative statement of the human predicament in the form of 
a fictional monologue. 
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Bedford, Sybille. A Legacy. Simon and Schuster, $3.50. 
A glittering, deep, Fictional portrait of two pre-World-War-I 
German families. 


Lee, C. P. Athenian Adventure. Knopf, $h. 
An American discovers the people of modern Greece and how he can 
live with them. 





Ooka, Shohei. Fires on the Plain. Knopf, $3.50. 
A horrible and beautiful story of World War II--of a Japanese 
soldier trying to escape from Leyte. 





ASPECTS OF AMERICA 





Berger, Josef, and Berger, Dorothy. Diary of America. Simon and 
Schuster, $6.95. 
Excerpts from diaries show the many forms and ways of life. 





Lynes, Russell. A Surfeit of Honey. Harper, $3. 
“ witty and skeptical view of the manners and customs of our 
prosperous society. 





White, William S, Citadel. Harper, $3.75. 
The honorable institution, the U.S. Senate, examined and appraised. 


Rosenberg, Bernard, and White, D. M. Mass Culture. Free Press, $6.50. 
Significant viewpoints on a new phenomenon in American society--such 
invaders of our lives as TV, books, card playing. 





Larrabee, Eric, ed. American Panorama. New York U. Press, $.95. 
"Essays by 15 American critics on 350 books past and present which 
portray the U.S.A. in its many aspects.” 





"READING FOR PLEASURE" 





Dinesen, Isak. Last Tales. Random, $h,. 
Fanciful, poetic, awesome, and droll are these masterful episodes 
crystallized by imaginative and perceptive writer. 


Hamilton, Edith. The Echo of Greece. Norton, $3.95. 
A concise and deceptively simple evocation of ancient Greece. 





West, Jessamyn. To See the Dream. Harcourt, $3.95 
Warmly satisfying, rambling account of seeing a book translated 
into film. 


Cerf, Bennett, ed. Reading for Pleasure. Harper, $4.95. 
A fresh anthology representing sixty authors’ works the editor 
has enjoyed in his "lifetime of reading." 
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Tooze, Ruth. Your Children Want to Read. Prentice-Hall, $5. 
A warm discussion of the importance of children's reading of 
great value to parents and teachers. 





PRIMARILY INFORMATION 





Castelot, Andre. Queen of France. Harper, $5. 
Scholarly biography of Marie Antoinette done in compelling style. 


Lissner, Ivar. The Living Past. Putnam, $5.95. 
The 7,000 years of civilization presented in a vast panorama. 





Roseboom, Eugene H. History of Presidential Elections. Macmillan, 
$8.50. 
Exhaustive, reliable approach to our political evolution. 





Toland, John. Ships in the Sky. Holt, $h.95. 
A salute to the recently past era of the dirigibles. 





Evans, Bergen, and Evans, Cornelia, eds. Dictionary of Contemporary 
American Usage. Random, $5.95. 

seful, ormative approach to the ever-changing language--charged 
with lively opinions. 





Thiel, Rudolf. And There Was Light. Knopf, $6.95. 
Man's interest in the stars and the universe from Babylon to the 
present. 





Cook, J. Gordon. Virus in the Cell. Dial, $3. 
Establishes the frontier of this exciting and still largely uninown 
process of life and disease. 





Hurlimann, Martin. Germany. Studio-Crowell, $10. 
Magnificent photographs accompany the text of this orthodox 
"travel" book. 


eee e 
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A REPORT ON THE USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS 


Fiscal '57 


[Editor's note: On December 31, 1957, the first formal report on 
the use of the initial $0,000 grant to Wisconsin under the Library 
Services Act was submitted to the Library Services Branch, U.S, Of- 
fice of Education. This report covered the fiscal period from Janu- 
ary 1, 1957, to June 30, 1957; however, the grant was not received 
until March 1, 1957. The report is included in the Bulletin in its 
entirety for the information of its readers. ] 


PROGRAM SUMMARY FOR FISCAL 1957 


The Wisconsin Free Library Commission received the first basic 
grant of $40,000 under the provisions of the Library Services Act on 
March 1, 1957. This money was used to implement a three-point program 
of strengthening the Library Commission as follows: 


1. Building a carefully selected book collection to meet the needs 
of rural people and used to develop interest in good books, read- 
ing, and library service where there are no public libraries 


2. Purchasing and equipping a modern demonstrator bookmobile for ex- 
hibit, loan, or deposit in localized library projects 


3. Developing state-wide information program on the value of improved 
library service through conferences, workshops, publications, 
radio broadcasts, film showings, and open discussion in public 
meetings 


Building a Carefully Selected Book Collection... 





Section 3.2(a) of the Wisconsin State Plan for Further Extension 
of Public Library Services to Rural Areas contains the following 
statement which relates to the State's direct service program for 
the fiscal period, Jan. l-June 30, 1957: "A carefully selected book 
collection to meet the needs of rural people will be maintained and 
used for (1) developing interest in books, reading, and library 
service where there are no public libraries, (2) developing improved 
book service in existing rural libraries, and (3) making develop- 
mental grants in terms of materials rather than monies." ... "Ap- 
propriate additions to the staff will be made to handle the increased 
book activity and such consultant and/or administrative staff as is 
required by the developments initiated under the Plan." 


The implementation of this part of the Plan began with the 
preparation of a working paper, titled "Book Activity Program." 
The paper stated certain policies and principles (drawing upon 
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Public Library Service) governing book collections in State agencies 
and appropriate to the Library Commission with its history of Travel- 
ing Library service and with a book collection of approximately 
150,000 volumes. It was necessary first to review carefully the 
agency's Book Selection Policy, which was written in 1951, to re- 
examine the book loan policies and practices in effect at this 

time, and then to consider how an increased book budget might best 
serve the Commission's purposes. In the latter, it was necessary to 
consider both short-term and long-term objectives regarding book serv- 
ice. The programs of a number of staff meetings of Public Library 
Consultants and the Director of the Traveling Library, with the 
Secretary, were devoted to this topic. The Director of the Travel- 
ing Library has revised the Book Activity Program statement accord- 
ing to suggestions received from staff; however, the document is 

not yet in publishable form. It is anticipated that the principles 
and practices set forth in the statement will be tested in 1958 
before it is published. 





The Book Activity Program statement is entitled "Building a 
Book Collection for the Wisconsin Free Library Commission." It is 
based on national standards for state library extension agencies 
and treats the following topics: 


1. Standards from Public Library Service 
Standard 25: e State rary agency should initiate and 
encourage demonstration and experimental programs leading to 
the development of library systems." 
Standard 28: "The State library agency should build up a 
collection of, and lend to local libraries » materials which are 


not approproately held within the systems." 
e State library agency should provide central 
bibliographical services and arrange for interlibrary loans 


among library systems." 

Standard 30: "The State library agency should supply special- 
ized information and materials in answer to inquiries passed on 
from local library systems." 

2. Objectives of Selection 

3. Responsibility for Selection 

lh. Principles of Selection in Specific Areas 

5. Criteria to be Used in Judging a Book 

6. Principles to be Followed in Ordering Duplicate Copies 
7. Book Service Policy 

To individuals 

To communities without established public libraries 

To existing rural libraries (under 10,000) 

To existing urban libraries (over 10,000) 

To schools in communities without public libraries 

To State departments and institutions 

To camps 
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8. Definitions of the Kinds of Book-Centered Service 
Developmental loan 
Establishment grant 
Exhibit loan 
Specialized subject collections loan 
Reference service 
Loans of requested titles 
9. Principles, Rules, and Regulations Governing Book Loan Service 
From the Commission 
10. Principles of Selection in Building a Collection for a Bookmo- 
bile Exhibit 


Although the staff will continue their discussions of the Book 
Activity Program in fiscal 1958, with the hope that in this year 
the policies will be made firm, the working papers to date are serv- 
ing as guides to those in charge of book selection and loan service 
in this period of further consideration and testing. 


Eleven films about libraries and equipment to use the films were 
acquired at a cost of $1,03 in fiscal 1957. 6,075 volumes, costing 
$14,832, were added to the Commission's book collection. This in- 
creased operation called for the addition of one Librarian II (cata- 
loger), two Library Assistants, and one Typist II. It called, also, 
for the addition of equipment (desks, chairs, and typewriters) amount- 
ing to $1,088. 


Purchasing and Equipping a Demonstrator Bookmobile 





A demonstrator bookmobile, with a book capacity of 2,200 volumes, 
was ordered from The Gerstenslager Company and paid for in fiscal 
1957. It cost $8,777 and was delivered on July 29, 1957. 


Developing a Public Information Program (a progress report) 





Section 5.1 of the Wisconsin State Plan for Further Extension of 
Public Library Services to Rural Areas contains the following state- 
ment regarding the program for the fiscal period January l-June 30, 
1957: "..ea special effort will be made to give widespread publicity 
in all parts of the state to the potential in rural library develop- 
ment under the provisions of the Library Services Act. To make maxi- 
mum use of the funds, an information program given to citizens through 
publications, radio broadcasts, film showings and discussion in public 
meeting is considered one of the primary needs." 


The implementation of this program began with the preparation of 
the statement of objectives, methods, and media. 
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Objectives 


To provide in Wisconsin a continuing, planned program of infor- 

mation for the library's public about all aspects of modern li- 

brary service 

a. To create a favoreble climate of library opinion in all 
citizens through the heightening of their awareness of the 
vital role of the modern public library 

b. To secure for the public library its rightful position in 
community life, and to create a significant popular demand 
for adequate library service for all of the people 

ce To supplement and encourage ongoing local library programs 
of public information to achieve increased use, wider accept- 
ance, and better support 


To secure for the Commission general public understanding of its 
policies, and adequate support for its program 


Methods 


To integrate, through co-operation with national associations, 
Wisconsin's program with those of other libraries, library as- 
sociations and organizations, and state library agencies 


To implement this program in close, active co-operation with WIA, 
WLTA, and individual Wisconsin librarians and trustees 


To participate, wherever appropriate, with any group whose proj- 
ects relate to library service, e.g., "Operation Library” of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, "Know and Grow" of the General 
Federation of Women's Clubs, etc. 


To secure, wherever possible, professional public relations ad- 
vice and guidance for all phases of the program 


To implement this program by relating all consultant activity, 
Traveling Library contacts, etc., to the defined objectives 


Media 
Print 


1. Enlarge and improve the visual appeal of the Wisconsin Li- 


br. Bulletin 
2. See ae an information kit (described later) 
ae Prepare and distribute first-contact giveaways dealing 


with specific aspects of the Commission's current program, 
@ege, federal aid, new standards, county library law, 
L-C P, etce 
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3. Encourage the preparation of a public relations pamphlet by 
WLA, possibly based on the 1956 conference, to provide a 
guide to public relations activities for the smaller library 

4. Prepare and distribute newspaper releases 
a. To local libraries for adaptation 
be To local news outlets describing Commission activities 

5. Prepare and distribute book lists, workshop materials, study 
guides, etc. 

4. Obtain for distribution reprints in bulk of appropriate 
material from outside sources 

7. Circulate to libraries poster and display ideas, and how-to- 
do-it pointers on promotional activities 


B. Radio 


1. Thirteen-week series on VHA covering historical development, 
current status, and future prospects of public library serv- 
ice in Wisconsin 

2. Prerecorded service to State and local stations 
a. Spots and chain breaks 
b. Storytelling 
c. Book talks 
de Book discussion groups (adult and young people) 

e. Library human interest features 
3. Book-centered programs in co-operation with WHA 


C. Films and TV 
1. Man Aware 
2. Wibrary films for use by Commission staff and local librar- 
ies in educational film programs 
3. Library-centered kinescopes from outside sources 


Information Kit 





I, Cover 
Design and text sufficiently general and permanent to serve 
as container for various and changing enclosures 


II. Contents (A) Federal Bill and standards 





Item 1. Information for the citizen 

Item 2. Information for librarian and board 
Item 3. Program for action--1957 

Item 4. Return form for follow-up 


Contents (B) Detailed explanation of Commission services 





Item 1. Services to libraries, librarians, trustees 

Item 2. Services to individuals 

Item 3. Services to schools and other agencies and organiza- 
tions 

Item 4. Return form for follow-up 
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Contents (C) Library technics or librarianship 





Item 1. In-service training 

Item 2. Library adult-education activities 
Item 3. Recruiting handbook 

Item h. Return form for follow-up 

Item 5. Certification 


Field Work 


The first field activity directly concerned in the program took 
place in March, 1957, when the Secretary and various Consultants 
presented a state-wide series of workshops designed to present in- 
formation related to Wisconsin's activities under the Act and the 
objectives of the State Plan. These one-day meetings were held 
at the public libraries in Ashland, Wausau, Eau Claire, La Crosse, 
Platteville, Milwaukee, Beloit, and Appleton, and at the Historical 
Society in Madison. 


The total attendance at these workshops was 196 persons, of 
whom 91 were librarians, 68 were trustees, 17 were governmental of- 
ficials and interested citizens, and 20 were Library School students. 
In all, 93 comrunities in 0 counties were represented: 83 of these 
have public libraries and 67 of the 93 are rural under the terms of 
the Act. 


The outline of each workshop included: 


1. Major provisions of the Library Services Act 

2e The State Plan with detailed consideration of Section 3.2, 
Methods of Administering the Plan 

3. The current program of the Commission under the State Plan 

lh. The organization and function of county library committees 

S. The Plan Submittal Guide for local projects 


In each workshop, ample time was allowed for a question-answer 
session, and follow-up appointments with specific localities were 
scheduled by the Secretary and the Consultants, 


Late in April, 1957, an information-giving meeting was held 
in the Milwaukee Public Library to which the various sales repre- 
sentatives who call on Wisconsin public libraries were invited. 
Fifteen different publishers, jobbers, and suppliers were represented. 
The agenda was similar to the workshops for librarians described 
above but with emphasis on the areas of mutual concern to libraries 
and suppliers. This workshop recognized the fact that the commercial 
field workers, as well as the Consultants, are an important link in 
the pattern of communication between libraries in Wisconsin. The 
meeting was cosponsored by the Commission and the Public Relations 
Committee of the Wisconsin Library Association. 
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No significant Consultant activity during the report period 
failed to consider some aspect of both the Library Services Act 
and the State Plan as defined in Method 5 of the program outline. 
Activities of the Secretary included several contacts specifically 
related to the program, as follows: 


Feb. 6 Program participant in talk about rural library develop- 
ment under Library Services Act at the Wisconsin Farm and 
Home Week 

Feb. 11 Spoke to the Wisconsin Women's Legislative Council on the 
functions and programs of the Wisconsin Free Library Con- 
mission 

Feb. 15 Spoke to the staff association of the Racine Public Library 
on national standards for public libraries and their rela- 
tionship to the State Plan 

Mar. 18 Conference with the state chairmen of the Jaycee "Operation 
Library" Committee 

Mar. 30 WHA 15-minute broadcast to explain federal law makine aid 
available for rural library development--"A Look at Wisconsin 
Libraries" 

Apr. 1 Conference with Governor Thomson re Commission's functions, 
State Plan, etc. 

May 15 Spoke at state-wide conference, sponsored by Joint Committee 
on Education, in one-day conference on "The Impact of Social 
Change on Education" 

May 17 Spoke on new standards at WLA Children's Section, spring 
meeting, in Eau Claire 

May 23 All-day conference with WLA's State-wide Library Development 
Committee on A Statement of Principles and Policies to be 
observed in deciding where and when federal grants will be 
made for the further extension of public library services 
to rural areas 

June 10 Made 10-minute progress report on implementing the Library 
Services Act in Wisconsin to the Wisconsin Community Or- 
ganization Committee 

June 15 Spoke briefly at annual spring meeting of Wisconsin Library 
Trustees Association in Wausau on the State Plan 


Publications 


Significant progress was made in this report period in the 
planning and preparation of various publications relating to the 
objectives of the Public Information Program. On March 23, a pro=- 
fessional public relations specialist spent the day with the Secre-~ 
tary and a Consultant working out the details of a folder which 
would serve as the basic piece in the information kit described on 
the attached. A contract was made with a local artist-designer 
for layout and paste-up in April, 1957. In June, 1957, a press run 
of 7,500 "Here's How" folders was ordered. 
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Under Media, in the outline above, is the statement, "enlarge 
and improve the visual appeal of the tiscons Libr. Bulletin." 
In 1956, the bimonthly Bulletin carried o a Titusteatics, and the 
average size was jl; pages. In 1957, this nba averaged 58 
pages and contained 10 illustrations. 


Other publications implementing the Public Information Program 
are as follows: 


Good Public Libr Service in Every Wisconsin Community--Here's How. 
3 fold to 4" x or S=solor multilith. 


This basic container for other informational material defines the 
leadership role of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, the direct 
services of the Traveling Library and Extension Department, and 
suggests how interested citizens can begin to work for good public 
library service. 


1957=--A Program for Action. 
I fold to 3 ve x 4 374", print on cherry sulfite paper. 


Outlines the Commission's program for use of the first ($0,000) 
grant and suggests an action program for interested localities. 





The Wisconsin State Plan for the Further Extension of Public Library 
Services to Rural Areas. 
I fold to 3 273" x 8 172", mltilith on green paper. 

A "reader's digest" version of the State Plan outlining the types 
of library operations which will qualify for grants of money or 
materials. 





How Good are Wisconsin Public Libraries? 

old to x ", mimeograph on goldenrod. 

A brief statistical report on expenditures for public library 
service by Wisconsin communities of varying size Suggests means 
for improving library service. 


The Lib Services Act. 
8 17e"x Ti"chest, mimeograph on white. 


Highlights the important provisions of the Library Services Act. 





Wisconsin State Plan for Further Extension of Public Library Services 
to Rural Areas. 
x ", multilith reprint from the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 
22 pages. 
The complete text of the State Plan. 








What Is the pre eis Score in Your Communit 

° er on 

A self-survey nquick ’ quis” designed to measure a local library 
against certain principal standards in Public Libr: Service. Sug- 
gests next steps, including the possibilities for tareoving Tocal 
service using Library Services Act funds, 
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One Moment Please, Put Your Library in the Newspaper, Getting People 
Into the Library, Getting Out tte the Community. 
Each 1 fold to fd xo yar print on color stock 

This series, designed to provide the small library with a useful 
handbook on public relations, was produced by the Wisconsin Library 


Association in co-operation with the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion. 


State-wide newspaper releases: 


Signing by the President of the Library Services Act, approval 
of the State Plan, Wisconsin share of first appropriation, the state- 
wide series of workshops. 


Films and TV 


In 1956, the Wisconsin Free Library Commission owned six 16 mm. 
sound motion picture films dealing with public library service, which 
were available to Wisconsin public libraries without charge. By 
June, 1957, the Commission either owned or had on order 1 such films 
for use in localities by Consultants, for free loan to public libraries, 
or to interested groups in the State through their local library. 


A film, Man Aware, produced by the Commission in 1956 for tele- 
vision use, was shown over five different local stations in the State. 
Each showing was followed by a panel discussion, which considered the 
quality ani quantity of public library service to rural and urban 
areas, 


A Statement of Principles and Policies to be observed in decid- 
ing where and when federal grants will be made for the further exten- 
sion of public library services to rural areas was prepared by the 
Commission staff, discussed and approved by the State-Wide Library 
Development Committee of the Wisconsin Library Association,and given 
final approval by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission on June 6, 


1957. 


The purpose of this statement is to interpret and clarify 
selected provisions of the State Plan, particularly those related 
to the criteria to be applied by the State agency in evaluating 
local requests for federal grants. 


Het et & 
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# WLTA NEWS * 


+ + 
* o 
* * 


# Roy S,. Millar, Wauwatosa, President +* 


The Executive Board of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Associa- 
tion met on November 21, 1957, and adopted the following five-point 
program of activities for the Association in 1958: 


1. A campaign for members. Dues should be sent to the secretary- 
treasurer, Mrs. Re. OG. Minarik, 858 Emily Street, Menasha. An 
individual Board member may join for $2; libraries may take an 
institutional membership with annual dues based on the library's 
annual budget, eege: 





Annual budget under $5,000 o. 2 =e ee Se Se $ 2.00 
$5,000-$10,000 exee8 @eeeeee ee @ @ 3.00 
$10,000-$25 ,000 a e oe e ° e e aa e + J 5.00 
$25 ,000-$50, 000 eenereecee8et ee © © © @ 10.00 
Over $50,000 ee0ev5u5ux53+rvieeee#gee#e#reere#e#ee¢#ee 15.00 


To achieve 100% institutional membership is a goal for the year. 
Send dues now for the year 1958. 


2. Preparation of a handbook for Board members. This would be a 
manuel for the guidance of trustee members in carrying out 
their civic and legal responsibilities. 


3. Afternoon sessions for trustees at each of the district associa- 
tion meetings in May, 1958, to discuss the content of the pro- 
posed trustees’ handbook. 


h. A report from the WLTA in every issue of the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin. 





S. A governor's conference for library board members, administered 
by the WLTA, Free Library Commission, and Bureau of Government, 
University Extension Division, on the subject, "The Public Li- 
brary, an Agency of Government," to which every library board 
in the State would be urged to send one or more representatives. 








On January 9, 1958, Mrs. Jean Wulling, chairman, Free Library 
Commission; James R. Donoghue and Ruth Baumann of the Bureau of 
Government, University Extension Division; with S. Janice Kee and 
Roy C, Millar, called on Governor Vernon W, Thomson for the purpose 
of discussing the proposed conference. The Governor gladly con- 
sented to call the conference, and at this writing details on dates, 
etc., are being worked out. The president of every library board, 
eccording to the Commission's directory, will receive a communication 
concerning this conference se soon as possible, 

eH eH 
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KAY MIDDLETON RETIRES 


It was thirty-two years ago that Katharine Middleton came to 
the Traveling Library, and now the first of January, 1958, has 
brought her retirement. In Kay's own words, the year have meant 
this: "When I was in college, Lutie Stearns came to talk to 
Simmons girls about library work in Wisconsin, and I was thrilled! 
And, when I actually joined the Traveling Library in 1925, I was 
even more thrilled}! And the thrill has lasted right through the 
years!" To her coworkers and the librarians of Wisconsin, the 
years have meant a stalwart New Englander adapting to her chosen 
Badger clime, an individual who has been able to pierce the 
anonymity of the mail order service of the Traveling Library and 
become a friend. Reference, play reading, and cataloging have 
been her avenues of service. Governor Thomson has sent Kay a 
Governor's Service Award. This is our thank-you and appreciation 
for what Kay has contributed to the Traveling Library, her fellow 
workers, and her countless friends amongst Wisconsin librarians 
and Traveling Library patrons. 


eee te 


Have you noticed how many articles on adult education are ap- 
poersing in popular magazines? One of the best, "Adult Education," 
hy T. F. James, appeared in the September, 1957, issue of 
Cosmopolitan, and has been made available as a reprint. The ALA 
Adult Services Division Office can supply single copies. For quanti- 
ties, apply directly to the Fund for Adult Education, 320 Westchester 
Ave., White Plains, N.Y. 





Many of the articles and other materials developed by the ALA 
Library-Community Project and the ALA Office for Adult Education 
are also available for distribution, either singly or in quantity. 
Address the ALA Adult Services Division Office for its check list 
of materials. 


et ee & 
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«* WISOONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS *. 
+ + 


** Mrs. Ethel Brann, Lake Geneva, President * 


WLA members have received Mrs. 

Ethel Brann's President's Newsletter, 
dated November é 8 
time, the Executive Board of the 
Wisconsin Library Association has 

held a meeting in Milwaukee (January 
lh, 1958), and Margaret Paulus, member, 
sent to the Wisconsin Library Bulletin 
the following report: 





"The Executive Board of the Wisconsin 
Library Association met on Saturday, 
January 4, at Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary. One of the main subjects of 
discussion was National Library Week. 
Miss Janice Kee reported on probable 
plans of the State Committee and 
what work the Commission office has 
already done in helping local com- 
mittees get started with their plans. 
Mr. Gerald Somers, treasurer of the 
Mrs. Ethel Brann Library Association, suggested the 

need of a special mailing from the 

Association to all libraries in the 
State, urging their participation in the Library Week observance and 
giving them a brief check list of ways and means to get started at 
planning their own programs. Mr. Somers volunteered to prepare such 
a mailing piece, and the Executive Board approved the necessary ex- 
pense involved. 





"Mr. Forrest Mills, vice president of the Association, announced 
that dates have already been set, not only for the 1958 state conven- 
tion but for 1959. The 1958 convention will be held at Racine on 
September 28, 29, and 30. The 1959 convention will be held at Madison 
on October 11, 12, and 13. In both years, these dates will fall on 
a Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday. 


"Discussion of possible themes for the 1958 convention brought 
out a strong suggestion that it was time the Association devoted 
more of its time to talking about the content of books. A general 
theme offered was "Our Changing Books," which would point out the 
trend to more serious reading among adults and question to what de- 
gree this has been induced or met by the publishers." 


— 





Lg 


The next meeting of the WLA Board is scheduled for March 8, 
1958, in Milwaukee. 


Mrs. Ethel Brann, or her representative from the WLA Execu- 
tive Board, will be present at all district association meetings 
in May. 


+ %  % % 
"OPERATION LIBRARY" UNDER WAY IN WISCONSIN 


"'Operation Library,’ a Class One project of the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, is beginning to gather momentum here in Wisconsin," 
reported George Nelson, state Jaycee chairman. This project, re- 
cently adopted internationally, urges local Jaycee chapters to work 
for improved public library service in their community. 


Madison Jaycees recently gave unanimous approval tec an "Opera- 
tion Library," which has asits goal the observation of National 
Library Week. Several Wisconsin Jaycee locals are lending active 
support to Library Week, either as a special project or as part of 
a large, long-term program. 


De Pere, Port Washington, Brookfield, Brillion, and Antigo 
Jaycees report preliminary planning with librarians to launch the 
project. In Eau Claire, a plan to remodel part of the main library 
building to serve as an art gallery is nearing completion, and ex- 
hibits are already being arranged for later in the year.* 


In Two Rivers, the Jaycees have sponsored an illustrated series 
of newspaper articles, each dealing with a particular aspect of 
local library service. 


If your Jaycee organization has not already begun to plan, you 
can get help from Mr. Nelson or from the Commission. A revised 
"Operation Library" handbook is now available from the Commission, 
which will provide many suggestions on how to get started, together 
with a list of possible projects. 





* See pictures, pe 95 
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COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE IN WISCONSIN 


As Reported to the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 
in 1956 


Three of the five objectives in Wisconsin's State Plan for the 
further extension of library services to rural areas relate to the 
esteblishment of library operations designed to improve service to 
rural people. These operations are referred to as federations of 
libraries, county or multicounty public libraries, and library serv- 
ice by contract. One other objective is to improve the quality of 
service on a county-wide basis. Considering this enphests on The 
development of better libraries for rural residents and considering 
the need for applying the 1956 national standards for public librar- 
ies to library development in Wisconsin, it is appropriate to review 
the present status of county-wide library service in the State. 














The following information has been compiled from the reports 
submitted to the Commission in 1956: 


County Library Service 








Public Libraries De 
County That scrip- Amount 
County Total Receive Funds tion Recd. 
Brown $38,831 De Pere dalad $ 5,000 
Green Bay tHe 33,831 
Columbia 2,500 County Library sf 
Dodge 6,000 County School Library soit 
Door 31,500 County Library # 
Dunn 2,000 Menomonie Set 2,000 
Fond du Lac 11,100 Fond du Lac st 11,100 
La Crosse 14,681 County Library # 
Langlade 9,798 Antigo att 
Lincoln 9,112 Merrill * 7,000 
Tomahawk # 2,112 
Marathon 30,182 County Library + 
Marinette No report County Library See 
Milwaukee Funds not Milwaukee + 
reported 
Monroe 1,600 Kendall a 100 
Sparta 4 650 
Tomah # 650 
Wilton # 200 
Oconto 5,092 Oconto sd 5,000 
Oconto Falls a 92 
Outagamie 5,017 Appleton # 3,500 
Black Creek # 162 
Hortonville * 150 
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County Library Service 








“Public Libraries De 
County That scrip- Amount 
County Total Receive Funds tion Recd. 
Outagamie Kaukauna # $ 525 
(continued) Kimberly sd 250 
New London a 100 
Seymour # 200 
Shiocton 8 130 
Pepin $1,200 Durand see 1,200 
Racine Funds not Racine aoe 
reported 
Rusk 4,000 Ladysmith set 4,000 
Shawano 16,572 Shawano City-County * 
Taylor 1,850 Gilman a 400 
Medford # 650 
Rib Lake a 250 
Stetsonville # 300 
Westboro d 250 
Vernon 8,500 De Soto 4 850 
Hillsboro # 1,530 
La Farge 4 850 
Ontario 4 850 
Viroqua é 3,00 
Westby # 1,020 
Waupaca 1,500 Clintonville # 187.50 
Fremont a 187.50 
Tola # 187.50 
Manawa # 187.50 
Marion # 187.50 
New London # 187.50 
Waupaca # 187.50 
Weyauwega # 187.50 
Winnebago 8,582 Oshkosh tt 8,582 
Wood 6,875 Arpin # 100 
Marshfield a 3,200 
Nekoosa 4 250 
Vesper 4 125 
Wisconsin Rapids # 3,200 


Legend: * Legally established with County Library Board 
##% County departnen’ of city library 
--- Some county residents receive service by con- 
tract with city 
# County Board distributes money to existing 
libraries in the county 
#+# Direct appropriation from County Board 
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Summary. Excluding Milwaukee and Racine Counties, where contrectual 
rary service with certain portions of the county is in effect, 
and Marinette County, which did not report in 1956, 5 of 310 public 
libraries, in 21 of 71 counties, received financial support for li- 
—— to rural residents from county boards of supervisors 

in 1956. 


Only 13 of these 21 county boards appropriated more than $5,000 
a year for public library service; only three counties appropriated 
over $20,000 a year; Brown County appropriated the highest amount in 
1956, which was $38,831. 


Of the 2) counties in which some degree of county-wide library 
service is given, only five are legally established county libraries 
under the laws of Wisconsin, and only four of these serve adults as 
well as children. 





HHH He 


Wisconsin's Papermobile. arly this year, the Information Service 
of the Wisconsin Paper Industry, a trade organization, expects to 
have on the roed a 35-foot trailer, containing working models of 
penper-making machinery. The "papermobile," according to the 
American Paper ard Pulp Association, New York, will visit all 
schools in “isconsin. Shown in succession on a li-foot-wide counter 
inside the trailer will be, in miniature, a tree farm and industrial 
forest; a wood yard and a pulp mills a river running thrceugh "Paper 
City"; an operating paper mill and finishing plant; converting 
plants; above them, offices and laboratories; and at the end a city 
sky line into which belts from rail depots will carry paper products. 
Tape recordings heerd through earphones will explain the display. 





Hee HH 


The practice of readsr-interest arrangement continues to 
spread. The October Issue of PNLA toartert contains a report of 
the experience of the Portland (Oregon) Library Association in 

setting up such an arrangement in its popular reading room in the 


main library. 
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IN AND OUT OF THE COMMISSION OFFICES 


By S. Janice Kee, Secretary 
(Written on January 15, 1958) 


The Staff Meetings of Public Library Consultants and the Re- 
search Associate, mite the Secretary, are held regularly on the 
second and fourth Mondays. A new plan for the conduct of the meet- 
ing was introduced recently which seems to be working quite well. 

We meet at 706 Williamson Street at 11:30 A.M. with a sack lunch 

and a pot of coffee, and carry on luncheon conversation about books 
we have read. This kind of informal "give and take" about books and 
reading goes on until at least 1 P.M., when the more formal agenda, 
which has been distributed in advance of the meeting, is followed. 


The Wisconsin Free Library Commission met in the State Capitol 
office on December 5, The Secretary's progress report on the use 
of federal funds was discussed, with special emphasis on the pro- 
posed projects in La Crosse and Milwaukee Counties which were not 
materializing as planned. It was pointed out that the Finance 
Committee of the La Crosse County Board of Supervisors did not ap- 
prove the County Library Board's request for funds to carry on the 
proposed six months' bookmobile project. After discussion of the 
case reports on these two projects, the Commission reaffirmed its 
stand to hold to the principles and policies governing federal grants 
and the standards for library development established in the State 
Plan. The Commission also endorsed the plan of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Trustees Association to request the Governor to call a con- 
ference for library board members to discuss the topic, "The Public 
Library, an Agency of Government," a conference to be administered 
by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and the Bureau of Govern- 
ment, University Extension Division. The 1958 meeting dates of the 
Commission were set as follows: February 6, April 3, June 5, August 
7, October 2, and December , 





Jewel C, Hardkopf, a Library Management Analyst, has been em- 
ployed by the Commission as a Professional Consultant for eleven 
weeks (January 13 to March 28) to make an analysis of the acquisi- 
tion and technical processes and of the loan service procedures in 
the Traveling Library. In addition to her studies, which will in- 
clude recommendations, Miss Hardkopf will give staff instruction, 
hold open reporting sessions for Public Library Consultants, and, 
finally, conduct a conference to which librarians of the State will 
be invited. 





: Miss Hardkopf is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Li- 
brary School (1935), Columbia University School of Library Service 

(1949), and has studied in New York University's School of Adminis- 

trative Engineering. Since 1951, she has been on the Brooklyn Public 
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Library staff in the full-time position of Management Analyst. Her 
duties there included analysis of organizational structure, man power 
requirements, utilization of machines and equipment, space layouts, 
form designs, records management; planning and conducting management 
surveys; evaluation of administrative policies, methods, procedures, 
and operations; writing comprehensive reports on findings with recom- 
mendation for improved efficiency; supervising installation of new 
methods; training of staff to perform new methods; and making ad- 
dresses on work simplification. 


The Wisconsin Free Library Commission is most fortunate in secur- 
ing the services of the most experienced Library Management Analyst 
in the nation. It is our hope that many librarians in the State will 
find it possible to attend a conference on work simplication in li- 
braries, which Miss Hardkopf agreed to conduct before she leaves 
Wisconsin. Details are being worked out; announcements will be 
mailed as early as possible. 


Midwest State Library Agencies Meeting. Representatives of 
the State library agencies of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin met in Chicago, November 20-21, 1957, to 
discuss questions relating to what we know about library service 
in our State and what we are doing to learn more, how co-operative 
library programs are developing, and the problems related to li- 
brary development. Attending from Wisconsin with me were John 
Frantz, Ione Nelson, Dorothy Naughton, and George Russell. Tenta- 
tive plans were made for this group of approximately 20 to meet 
again and in Madison. 





An Institute for State Field Consultants, directed by Mrs. 
Gretchen K. Schenk, will be held in connection with the 1958 ALA 
midwinter conference in Chicago on January 2-26, Attending from 
the Commission staff will be Ione Nelson, John Frantz, Dorothy 
Naughton, and Kenneth F, Duchac. Miss Nelson and Mr. Frantz will 
be program participants. 





Important State-Wide Meetings, in which Commission staff mem- 
bers had special responsibility have been held since the last re- 
port--the all-day meeting of the State Advisory Committee to the 
ALA Library-Community Project, Marie Barkman, chairman, on December 
13; and the State Committee on National Library Week, Louis Kaplan, 
chairman, on January 6. Both meetings were held in Madison. 














End-of-Year Reports. Elsewhere in this issue you will find 
the Commission's report to the Library Services Branch of the U.S. 
Office of Education on the use of the first federal grant of $0,000. 
We hope you will read this report, and we would appreciate hearing 
from you if you have comments on how the federal money is being used 
in Wisconsin, or how you believe it might be used to more advantage 
in view of the provisions of the State Plan. 
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By the time this Bulletin is in print, you will have received 
report forms for 1957. We would like to urge you to complete these 
forms as promptly as possible so that your 1957 Service Record can 
be compiled earlier this year. 





Happy New Year to all of our readers! We hope that 1958 will 
bring success and happiness to you individually, and that the year 
will be an exceptionally good "Libr. Year" in your community. Re- 
member National Library Week is Marck 16-223 
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Teen-Age Book Club Announces February Selections. Three book 
WFavarl tue"--publiched for the first time in paper-bound editions 
by Tab Books, Inc., exclusively for the Teen-Age Book Club--head 
the list of Teen-Age Book Club selections for February. 


They are We Shook the Family Tree by Hildegard Dolson, National 
Velvet by Enid Bagnold, and best Short Shorts by Senior Scholastic's 
editor, Eric Bergere 








We Shook the Family Tree will delight teen-agers of all tastes 
and interests. It's the rollicking autobiography of a happy-go-lucky 
girl and her family--from her growing up in a small town to her first 
big-city job. 





A perennial favorite among people of all ages, National Velvet 
is sure to win the hearts of high school students. Well known as 
the story that made Elizabeth Taylor a teen-age screen star, it 
abounds with excitement as Velvet masquerades as a boy to enter her 
horse in England's greatest steeplechase. 





Editor Eric Berger has compiled a "first" of its kind in his 
collection of Best Short Shorts--thirty-five stories that read fast, 
move fast, and end with an unexpected twist. Romance...adventurece.s 
humoreeeall are included. 





Special editions for Teen-Age Book Club distribution from 
various publishers are also included in the February selections-- 
The Girl He Left Behind by Marion Hargrove of See Here, Private. 
yeeore fame; The Stars Are Ours, exciting science-fiction by 


e Norton; and The Bridge at Andau, by James Michener, author 
of Tales of the South Pacific. 
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Pied *, 
#, NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pl 
o + 


Correction to 1956 Service Record. Make this correction in your 
1956 Wisconsin Public Libraries Service Record. On Line l of the 
last paragraph on Page 28, change the "two" to "ten." 








From the Commission 


Secretary's Address Appears in South Dakota Library Bulletin. The 
feature article appearing in the October-December, 1957, South 
Dakota Library Bulletin is the complete text of an address delivered 
by 5. Janice Kee, the Commission's Secretary, at the South Dakota 
Library Association convention held at Aberdeen, South Dakota, on 
October 3, 1957. Entitled, "What It Means To Be a Unit in a Re- 
gional Library," the talk presents an overview of the history of 
regional library development in the United States, the concept of 
library systems envisioned in the new national standards, and gives 
some examples of what it has meant to specific libraries "to be a 
unit in a regional library." 








New Edition of W.F.L.c. Leaflet. A new edition of the Commission's 
leaflet, entitled "What Is the Public Library Score in Your Comunity?" 
is available for distribution to librarians, trustees, and other 
interested citizens. This new leaflet provides a "quick quiz" for 
evaluating your library, a scale for rating the adequacy of your li- 
brary, and suggests ways to plan for and obtain the kind of library 
service your community needs and deserves. Based on the new national 
standards for public library service, this leaflet provides a quick, 
easy, and fairly reliable way of determining the "score" of your li- 
brary. 





From Wisconsin 


County Library Committees. The Commission's records indicate that 
the following counties have legally established county library com- 
mittees under Wisconsin's new county library committee law (3.255, 
Wisconsin Statutes): Barron, Chippewa, Eau Claire, Walworth, and 
Waukesha. A recent W.F.L.C. leaflet, available for distribution, 
explains the law, points out the need for and purpose of county li- 
brary committees, and suggests ways for making the best use of the 
law once a committee is created. 





A New Book Available from the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
Guide to Wisconsin Newspapers, 1533-1957, is the name of a January 
publication of the State Wistortcal Society of Wisconsin. With the 
publication of this volume, the reading and researching public is 
offered a complete survey of every newspaper ever published in the 
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State. The only guide of its kind available in Wisconsin, the new 
volume is also the only known one in the nation which attempts such 
a comprehensive coverage. Compiled by Donald E, Oehlerts, head of 
the Society's newspaper section, the Guide lists and describes all 
newspapers published in the State, sketches the main currents of 
newspaper publishing in Wisconsin, and contains some interesting 
facts on Wisconsin's foreign language press. Price: $8, 


New Edition of Milwaukee Public Library Publication Available. The 
fifth edition of the Milwaukee Public Library's biennial publication, 
Directory of Milwaukee County Organizations, is now on sale at the 
central he Bl West Wiscons Avenue, Milwaukee 3, Wis. The 
Directory is limited to the following areas: art, business, civic, 
educational, literary, music, patriotic, political, professional, 
service and trade organizations, and committees and councils in 
Milwaukee County. The Directory sells for $2 per copy, plus 15 
cents to cover the cost of mailing and handling. Orders should be 
directed to the Publications Department of the library. 








A New Organization of Interest to Librarians. The Wisconsin Arts 
oundation and Council, Incorporated, held its organizational meeting 
in Milwaukee on December 9, 1957. The meeting was well attended, 
with approximately 15 librarians in the group. Special attractions 
of the day included a tour of the Milwaukee Art Institute, lunch in 
the new YMCA, a tea in the Milwaukee Public Library and a tour of the 
building, and, finally, those in attendance were guests of the Fred 
Miller Theater to see Diana Barrymore in "Light Up the Sky." The 
business meeting was held during the afternoon. The articles of 
incorporation and bylaws were explained, board members were elected, 
and memberships were taken. There are four classes of memberships, 
as follows: (1) subscribing members--any individual who subscribes 
to the objectives of the corporation (annual dues, $2), (2) institu- 
tional--any library, museum, theater, college, department of the 
versity, or of government, corporation (profit or nonprofit), 
or other e tablishment of public character having educational or 
artistic interests ($10), (3) organizational--any organized group 
of an educational or artistic nature, with annual dues based on 
membership (50 or fewer members, $5; over 50 and less than 500, $10; 
more than 500, $25), and (4) sustaining--any individual, institution, 
agency, organization, business, or stry desiring to aid substan- 
tially in the work of the corporation and making an annual contribu- 
tion of $100 or more, Edward H. Dwight, Director, Milwaukee Art 
Institute, 750 North Lincoln Memorial Drive, is the treasurer and 
will receive dues. 











Robert E, Gard is president of the organization. The current 
.board members are Mary W, John, Edward H. Dwight, G. Ellis Burcaw, 
A. P. Nelson, Mrs. Vera W. Dougan, Mrs. Lila Smith, Robert Schacht, 
and S, Janice Kee. Plans are under way to establish communication 
with members and potential members as soon as possible, 
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From the American Library Association 
(50 E. Huron Street, Chicago) 


Awards and Citations to be Made in 1958. The Awards Committee of 
the American Library Association presents a list of awards and cita- 
tions to be made at the 77th annual ALA conference in San Francisco, 
July 13 to 1$, 1958. Wyman W. Parker, Wesleyan University Library, 
Middletown, Conn., chairman of the ALA Awards Cormittee, urges all 
library associations and ALA members to assist in the selection of 
outstanding librarians worthy of these national honors by sending 
nominations to the persons indicated below, well in advance of the 
announced deadlines. 





In announcing the awards, Parker said: "In the past, relatively 
few suggestions have been made for these varied awards. All librar- 
ians, library students, and library employees ought to send in recom- 
mendations to the chairmen of the various committees. Please act 
noWe..so that your recommendations may be considered by the commit- 
tee concerned before the deadlines mentioned below. Try to make 
this a truly representative expression of the librarians throughout 
the country." 


The Joseph W. Lippincott Award, consisting of $500, an engraved 
medal, and a special certificate, has been presented annually by 
Joseph W, Lippincott, since 1938, as an award for distinguished 
service in the profession of librarianship, such service to include 
outstanding participation in the activities of professional library 
associations, notable published professional writing, or other 
significant activity on behalf of the profession and its aims. 
Nominations should be sent to Miss Marion Gilroy, Chairman of the 
Lippincott Award Committee, Saskatchewan Regional Libraries Division, 
Administration Building, Regina, Saskatchewan. Deadline for entries 
is April 1, 1958. 





The Melvil Dewey Medal, established in 1952 by the Forest 
Press, Ince, is awarded annually to an individual or group for 
recent creative professional achievement of a high order, particu-~ 
larly in those fields in which Melvil Dewey was actively interested, 
notably library management, library training, cataloging and classi- 
fication, and the tools and techniques of librarianship. Nomina- 
tions go to Miss Margaret Brown, Chairman of the Dewey Award Commit- 
tee, Free Library, Philadelphia 3, Penn. Deadline for entries is 
April 1, 1958. 





The annual Grolier Society Award, established in 1953 and cone 
sisting of $500 and a special certificate, is given in recognition 
of a librarian in a community or school who has made an unusual con- 
tribution to the stimulation and guidance of reading by children and 
young people. The nominee must be an employed librarian who spends 
the major part of his time in work with children and young people, 
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The award may be given for contributions made over a period of years, 
or for one contribution of lasting value. Nominations must be ac- 
companied by five copies of a statement prepared by the nominating 
group or individual, and should be sent to Miss Elizabeth Nesbitt, 
Chairman of the Committee on the Grolier Society, Inc., Award, 
Carnegie Library School, 00 Forbes St., Pittsburgh 13, Penn. 
Letters in support of the nominations will be accepted also. The 
deadline for nominations is March 15, 1958. 


The Grolier Scholarships consist of annual awards, of $1,000 
each, to two library schools selected by the American Association 
of School Librarians, for the aid of one student in each school 
who is training for school librarianship. One scholarship is 
awarded to a school selected for its outstanding graduate program; 
the other, to a school for its undergraduate program. Students who 
receive the scholarships are chosen by the schools. The scholar- 
ships were established by the Grolier Foundation in 1956, and the 
first awards were presented to the Department of Librarianship, 
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, and the School of Library 
Service, Columbia University. Chairman of the AASL Grolier Scholar- 
ship Award Committee is Miss Mary Helen Mahar, Specialist for 
School and Children's Libraries, U.S. Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare, Washington, D.C. 





The Beta Phi Mu Award, consisting of $50 and a suitable cita- 
tion, is given annually by the national library service honorary 
fraternity, Beta Phi Mu, for distinguished service to education for 
librarianship. It became an official ALA award in 1956. Nominees 
are not restricted to library school faculty, but may include anyone 
who has made an outstanding contribution in the field through tools, 
methods, or classroom techniques. Nominations go to the Chairman 
of the Beta Phi Mu Award Committee, American Library Association, 

50 E. Huron Ste, Chicago 11, Ill. (to be appointed) Deadline for 
entries is April 1, 1958, 





Two outstanding trustees of the libraries of the nation will be 
cited by ALA at the San Francisco conference. Trustee Citations 
are limited to trustees in actual service during at Least a part of 
the calendar year preceding the 1958 ALA conference. Equal considera- 
tion is given to the service records of trustees of both large and 
small libraries. The jury will be interested in the state and 
nationalactivities of the candidates, as well as their contributions 
to the local library. Recommendations must be accompanied by a full 
record of the candidate's achievements and may be submitted by any 
library board, any individual library trustee, a state library as- 
sociation, a state trustee organization, a state library extension 
agency, or by the Trustee Section of the ALA Public Libraries Divi- 
sion. Nominations for the 1958 citations must be sent to the Chair- 
man of the Jury on Citation of Trustees, Miss Estellene P, Walker, 
Director of the South Carolina State Library Board, 1001 Main St., 
Columbia 1, S.C., before April 1, 1958, 
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The John Cotton Dena Publicity Awards, established in 1943, 
are given by the Wilson Libra Suttetin, in a contest sponsored 
jointly with the c Relations Committee, for outstanding 
library publicity, based on scrapbooks submitted to show a cross 
section of the year's publicity in various types of libraries. 

Full information and entry blanks are available from Wilson Library 
Bulletin, 950 University Avenue, New York 52, N.Y., or from ALA 
Headquarters, 50 E, Huron St., Chicago 11, Ill. Entry blanks mst 
be in by April 1, 1958, but the completed scrapbooks are not due 
until April 15, 1958. 





The E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award for advanced study in the 
field of library work with children and young people was established 
by the E. P. Dutton Company in 1952 and first awarded in 1953, It 
consists of a fellowship amounting to $1,000 and is open to a li- 
brarian working with children or young people through a public, 
school, or institution library. The award is designed to give the 
recipient an opportunity for formal or informal study of some aspect 
of the field that will be beneficial both to the person and to li- 
brary service. To be eligible for the award, a librarian must be 
a library school graduate with at least three years of successful 
professional experience in libraries serving children or youth. 
Librarians interested in the award are asked to submit a statement 
of the study or project for which the award is requested and evi- 
dence that they are qualified to undertake the work. Applicants 
should write to the Chairman of the E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award 
Committee, Elizabeth D. Hodges, Supervisor of Library Service, 
ee County Board of Education, Towson, Md. Deadline, April 
1, 19568. 


The Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship of $750 is awarded annually 
for basic graduate education for library work with children, and may 
be given to a prospective children's or school librarian. The 
scholarship was originated in 1955 hy the Children's Library Associa- 
tion to honor Mr. Melcher, and first given in 1956. Application 
forms and full information may be obtained from the CLA office, 50 
E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Ill. Deadline, April 1, 1958. Chairman 
of the Melcher Scholarship Committee is Julia L. Sauer, Head, De- 
partment of Work with Children, Rochester Public Library, Rochester, 
N.Y. 








The ALA Exhibits Round Table Award consists of a yearly award 
of $500 to aid or improve some particular aspect of librarianship 
or library service. This grant is made on the basis of need in the 
profession or in the operation of professional library associations. 
Established in 1957, the first award was made to the ALA Public Re- 
lations Office to aid its work in recruiting. The award is made by 
a committee on the award from the Exhibits Round Table, which con- 
sults with the ALA Executive Secretary and other ALA officials to 
determine the fields of greatest need. 
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The Wilson Scholarships, announced at the 1957 midwinter con- 
ference of the ALA, provided more than $17,500, gift of the H. W. 
Wilson Company (publishers of library indexes and reference services) 
for a $500 scholarship to each of the library schools accredited 
by the ALA, Ten received their scholarship funds in 1957; 10 will 
receive theirs in 1958; 10 in 1959; and those remaining in 1960, plus 
any other schools which become accredited before that time. 





The ALA Liberty and Justice Book Awards of $15,000--$5,000 each 
in three categories--are prizes for authors of books published in 
the United States in 1957 which make distinguished contributions to 
the American tradition of liberty and justice. Publishers of winning 
books will receive citations. The two-year program is conducted by 
the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee and made possible by a grant 
to ALA from The Fund for the Republic. Suggestions of books for con- 
sideration by the judges go to the Chairman of the ALA Intellectual 
Freedom Committee, Robert B. Downs, University of Illinois Library, 
Urbana, 111. Deadline, March 1, 1958. 








The Aurianne Award consists of $200, and will be given for the 
first time at the ALA midwinter meeting (January 26-February 1, 1958) 
to the author of the best children's book published in 1956 on animal 
life which may develop humane attitudes. The award is administered 
by the Children's Library Association, from a bequest to ALA by 
Augustine Aurianne, former New Orleans school librarian, and will be 
made annually for the next several years. This year's chairman of the 
Aurianne Award Committee is Mrs. Winifred Ragsdale, 105 Hilborn St., 
Vallejo, Cal. Recommendations for the 1959 award, for the best quali- 
fying book published in 1957, should be sent to the Aurianne Award 
Committee, Children's Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 
11, Ill., by September 15, 1958. 


ALA Needs Good Photographs of Libraries and Their Activities. The 
TU Bulletin Office bes {ssued a special request for help in secur- 
ing good photographs of present-day library developments for use 
in its Bulletin, No one is in a better position to capture the 
day-to-day activities and the development of libraries than the 
librarian himself, so, as often as you see picture possibilities, 
please keep this request in mind. Photographs for publication 
should be at least 5 x 7 inches in size, preferably glossy prints, 
and should be fully captioned. Credit will be given to the photog- 
rapher when requested, as well as to the author if it is a picture 
story. All photographs received, whether used immediately in the 
ALA Bulletin or not, are sent to the headquarters library, where 
ey are ed and made available to other offices here, and to 
* the profession in general. Send photographs either to the Free 
Library Commission for forwarding or directly to ALA Headquarters, 
5O E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Illinois. 
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Recent and Forthcoming Publications from ALA, In late December, 
ALA published a major work of scholarship in the field of music: 
Anna liarriet Heyer's Historical Sets, Collected Editions, and 
Monuments of Music. For al] practical purposes, this impressive 
bibliography lists every published collection of music of intrinsic 

or historical significance, including the definitive editions of 

individual composers, Because of the completeness of this volume, 
publishers feel it will be an essential tool for music libraries 
throughout the world, and will be welcomed by musicologists, music ; 
historians, and performing groups of allkinds. Price: $10. «ee | 
Another ALA December publication especially for the music library 

is Code For Cataloging Music and Phonorecords. Compiled by a joint 
committee of the Masts Library Association and the Division of 

Cataloging and Classification of the ALA, this book includes chap- 

ters on entry, descriptive cataloging of music, cataloging of 

phonorecords, and rules for filing. Price: Paper, $2.25. .e. 

A forthcoming ALA publication which will be of special interest to 
teachers and school librarians is Elas Berner's Integrating Libra 
Instruction With Classroom Teaching. This book shows in detail 

how teachers and librarians can co-operate to ensure effective in- 
struction in the use of the library, in grades seven to nine. The 
publishers feel it will be widely used, both by practicing teachers 

and librarians and as a textbook in teachers' colleges and library 
schools, 

















An Institute on Catalog Code Revision. A four-day institute on 
catalog code revision will be held July 9-12, at Stanford University, 
immediately preceding the annual conference (July 13-19) of the 
American Library Association in San Francisco. The institute will 
consist of eight sessions. Each session will open with a brief 
resume of the paper covering the particular subject, and open dis- 
cussion of the rules under consideration will follow. Residence 
arrangement will be available at Stanford University. Fee for the 
institute with room and board is $50, without room and board, $15. 
Advance registration is required and should be sent to the Director 
of Residences, Stanford University, Stanford, California, before 
May 15; 19 58 ° 





From Around the Country 


European Travel Stucy Program. Wayne State University's College of 
Education and Graduate School will again approve credit arrange- 
ments in connection with the Eleventh Annual European Travel Study 
Program in Comparative Education. The group will leave Detroit on 
June 18 and return on August 28, 1958. High light of the Travel 
Program, which includes visiting 12 countries, will be a two-week 
visit to Greece, including a five-day boat cruise among the islands 
of the Aegean Sea, a five-day bus journey to the classical and 
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archeological sites of the Peloponnesus, climaxed by a full three- 
day visit to the monuments of the Golden Age of Athens. Further 
information may be obtained from the group's personal director, Dr. 
William Reitz, 727 Student Center, Wayne State University, Detroit 
2, Michigan. 


Henry Holt and Company amounce a forthcoming biography on the late 
toute B. Mayer, one rs the "greats" in the motion picture industry. 
The author: Bowsley Crowther, motion picture critic, head of Screen 
Department of the New York Times, and author of the very successful 
The Lion's Share, the story of the M-G-M entertainment empire. It 
will be published in the fall of 1958. Another work just completed 
and scheduled for publishing by Henry Holt and Company early in 
1958 is Masters of Deceit, the story of communism in American and 
how to fight it, by J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 








The University of Michigan Announces a Study-Discussion Program. 
Aging in the Modern World is the name of a new study-discussion 
program developed by Wilma Donahue and Clark Tibbitts. The Divi- 
sion of Gerontology of the University of Michigan, with the as- 
sistance of a grant from the Fund for Adult Education, has developed 
this unique program. The Aging in the Modern World program con- 
sists of a guidebook for leaders, a volume of essays and questions, 
a book of readings, a recording, and three films. The purpose of 
the materials is to help small groups of middle-aged persons to 
read, think, and come together to talk once a week for 10 weeks 
about themselves, the kind of world they live in, and their poten- 
tialities and interests at what has been aptly called the turning 
point of maturity. It is thought that this program might be of 
especial interest to libraries which are now conducting or have 
conducted the American Heritage program since it seems to be a 
fitting companion or next step to that successful program. If 

you desire further information or a brochure with an order blank 
attached for ordering program materials, write to Dr. Wilma Donahue, 
Chairman, Division of Gerontology, University of Michigan, 1510 
Rackham Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 





Sears Continues Its Co-operative Effort with ALA, Have you seen 
the new two-page spread devoted to books, reading, libraries, and 
National Library Week in Sears, Roebuck and Company's spring and 
summer general catalog? This latest effort, which will go into 
eight million homes, represents a continuation of part of a pro- 
gram being carried on by Sears in co-operation with the American’ 
Library Association to encovrage Americans to study the history of 
their nation. This latest spread features 12 books, suggested by 
the American Library Association, and covering the lives of great 





‘Americans. Sears urges its customers to obtain the books from 


local libraries or to order them from Sears or a local bookseller. 
Sears also calls attention to National Library Week, March 16-22, 
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and suggests that its customers become better acquainted with the 
facilities and services of their local libraries. You may obtain 
copies of the spring catalog reprint (without charge) by writing 

to Publications Section, Department 703, Sears, Roebuck and Company, 
925 South Homan Avenue, Chicago 7, Illinois. To further promote 
National Library Week, Sears has also alerted managers of its 1,600 
retail stores and catalog sales offices about this forthcoming event. 
You are urged to call on the manager in your area and suggest to 

him some specific National Library Week activity. 
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Dedication of Milwaukee's Central Youth Library. "I know well that 
only tne rarest kind of best in anyt/ring can be good enough for the 
yvyounge" These words of the poet, Walter De La Mare, are engreved 
upon the plaque that honors Faye McBeath for her gift to the 
Milwaukee Public Library fcr the specific purpose of furnishing and 
decorating the Central Youth Library. 





The plaque was unveiled on December 1 when the Board of Trus- 
tees, with Miss McBeath as an honored guest, held a formal dedica- 
tior. of the youth area. Designed tc attract children, adolescents, 
young adults, from preschocl to 20, those who are teaching and work- 
ing with them, and parents, almost half of the second floor of the 
new central addition has been sectioned to include an area for each 
age groupe The furnishings and decor, in each area, are unusual, 
colorful, stimulating, and yet unified--not orly beautiful in back- 
ground but also most functional in developing library service. 


Virginia Kahl did the cover; Louis Slobockin, the illustrations 
in the inside pages; and Elmar Bode,the layout and"Billy, the Book- 
worm" page of the attractive dedicatory brochure, entitled "Youth, 
Books, end the Milwaukee Public Library--2 Continuing Story." 


Congratulations are certainly in order to the donor for her 
$25,000 gift; to the planners, Norma Rathbun and Richard Krug; to 
the designer, Mrs. Lois Rosenberg; and to the children and vovth 
of Milwaukee for whom the Youth Library was designed. 
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HOW ADEQUATE ARE OUR MATERIAL RESOURCES 
TO MEET OUR LIBRARY'S GOALS? 


A Discussion Guide With Suggested Readings 


Statements From Public Library Service 





1. "The public library as an institution exists to provide materials 
which communicate experience and ideas from one person to another 
eee The materials cover a variety of forms: books, periodicals, 
pamphlets, newspapers, pictures, slides and films, music scores, 
4 ~~ and the various forms of micro-reproduction." 

Pe 31 

2. "Materials should be selected, retained, and discarded in the 
light of conscious objectives of each library." (p. 31) 

3. "The library collection should contain opposing views on contro- 
versial topics of interest to the people." (p. 33) 

lh. "The character and emphasis of the public library collection 
should be influenced by the existence of other library collections 
in the community and area." (p. 33) 

5. "Systematic removal from collections of materials no longer use- 
ful is essential to maintaining the purposes and quality of re- 
sources." (p. 3h) 

6. "The local library in each community stands as the first and 
convenient resource for all readers." (p. 35) 

7. “In the library system of which his local community library is 
a part, every person should have access to a comprehensive col- 
lection of general reference tools and specialized tools in 
topics of major importance in the region..." (pe 35) 

8. "Each state should maintain a collection which supplements and 
reinforces the resources of the library systems." (p. 36) 


Additional Resource Material 


The Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea, 1948. "Materials," pp. 40-55. 

Buying List of Books for Saalt Libraries, by Orrilla T. Blackshear, 
ppe iii-viii., ALA, 1954. 

The Nature and Development of the Library Collection With Special 

Reference to the small and Medium-Sized Library. Papers pre- 
sented at the 3rd Allerton Park institute. University of Illinois, 
1956. 139p. $1.75. 














Questions for Discussion (The chairman may have other questions 
based on his own knowledge of the area.) 





_1. To what extent does a reader's experience with a limited library 
collection influence the type of requests he makes of a com- 
munity library? 
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2. if more varied material resources were available at or through 
your community library, do you believe it would be used more? 
3. If a reader came to your community library and needed material 
for 
ae Self-education 
be. Study to supplement a formal class he is attending 
ce Infermation on home workshop projects 
dg. Assistance in program planning 
e. Good books for leisure-time reading 


How well could your library satisfy each of these needs? What 
kinds of materials would be used to answer each of these requests? 


lh. In what ways do the resources of your library reflect the nature 
cf your community? 

S. If a reader's request cannot be met by your commnity librery, 
what. is the next step for him? Would materials be borrowed for 
him? From what sources? 

6. What regular means does your library have to keep itself in- 
formed abcut the other book resources in the area so that un- 
necessary duplication will be avoided? 


Work Sheet for Farticipants (The chairman may wish to close the 
discussion oy distributing this sheet or mekinz other suggestions 
for homework appropriate to the area.) 





1. How does the quality and quantity of library materials available 
in or through your library compare with the material resources 
sugvested by the new standards? 

2. Do the people of your community have access to 100,000 volumes 
of currently useful books and access to the full range of modern 
library facilities vrovided by regional, State, and federal 
acencies? What immediate steps might be taken to increase the 
range of material resources available to users of your library? 
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ART BOOKS FOR AN EXHIBIT 
A selected number of titles may be borrowed on a three-week 


loan. Exhibit books are not to be loaned to patrons. 


Books on American Art 





Life (periodical). America's Arts and Skills. 1957. 172p. 
Dutton, $13. 956 

Fortunately we can enjoy these beautiful photographs of utensils 
and furnishings of the days past as they are presented in this well 
organized book. 





Maass, John. The Gingerbread Age. 1957. 212p. Rinehart, $7.95. 
Photographs, drawings, prints, and engravings are combined with 
text to reveal a type of American expression in art. 





Baur, John, ed. New Art in America; fifty painters of the 20th 
century. 1957. 2080p. New York Graphic Society and Praeger,$22.50. 
Introductions and biographical sketches furnish a background to 

the selections and reproductions of the paintings. 


Little, Nina Fletcher. The Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Col- 
lection. 1957. 02p. “See by Little, $17.50. 

eproductions in color of the paintings and artifacts arranged 
according to type of art medium. 


Powers, Beatrice Farnsworth, and Floyd, Olive. Early American 
Decorated Tinware. 1957. 267p. Hastings, $16.50. 

stor ata about tinsmithing and how to restore tinware 
are included with the illustrations and descriptions of the 
various articles. 


Eliot, Alexander. Three Hundred Years of American Painting. 1957. 
318p. Time, distributed by Random, $13.50. 

The 250 reproductions in full color vie with the absorhing text 
for the reader's attention. 





Covarrubias, Miguel. Indian Art of Mexico and Central America. 
1957. 377pe Knopf, $17.50 

Beautiful colored plates interspersed in the explanatory text 
and followed by an album of photographs make this a comprehensive 
worke 





Maloney, Tom. U.S. Camera 1958. 1957. 302p. Duell, $8.59. 
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Religious Art 
The Bible in Art; miniatures, paintings, drawings, and sculptures 
inspired by the Old Testament. 1956. 239p. Phaidon, distributed 
by Garden City Books, $8.50. 








Ross, Marvin, ed. The Life of Christ in Masterpieces of Art. 1957. 


125p. Harper, $10. 
The appropriate words from the New Testament accompany each picture. 


The color reproductions have brightness and depth, and the entire 
format is pleasing. 





A Miscellany 
Ritchie, Andrew C., ed. werman Art of the Twentieth Century. 1957. 


240p. Simon and Schuster, $9e50« 
Based on an exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art. The many 


plates in color and the explanatory text make it a profitable ex- 
perience to read this book. 


Stenton, Frank, ed. The Bayeux Tapestry. 1957. 182p. Phaidon, 
distributed by Garden City ists; e105. 

A complete work on this pictorial record of the Norman conquest of 
England, 1066. 


Simson, Otto von. The Gothic Cathedral. 1956. 307p. Pantheon 


Books, $6.50. 
An analysis and interpretation accompanied by three color and 


many black-and-white plates. 


Mankowitz, Wolf, and Haggar, Reginald G. The Concise Encyclopedia 
of English Pottery and Porcelain. 1957. 3lep. Hawthorn, 317-50. 

‘Entries are arranged alphabetically. Many illustrations are re- 
produced in color. 


Kramrisch, Stella. The Art of India. 1954. 23lp. Phaidon Press. 


$8.50. 
The 180 reproductions which illustrate the art of Hindu and Bud- 
dhist India, as well as the explanatory text and notes, further an 


appreciation of this part of the world. 




















Janson, H. We, and Janson, Dora Jane. The Picture History of 
Painting. 1957. 320p. Abrams, $13 250 
An over-all view of painting as an art in the Western world. 


Godfrey, F. M. Child Portraiture. 1957. bhp. Studio Pube, $7095. 
A collection of 96 outstanding examples from the time of Bellini 


to Cezanne. 


Brooks, Leonard. Watercolor...a Challenge. 1957. 160p. Reinhold, 


$12.50. 
Expert advice on doing water colors is illustrated with repro- 


ductions of the artist's work. 
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Wedd, Js A. Dunkin. Sources of Design; pattern & texture. 1956. 
96pe Studio Pubes, $6.95. 

Sources of design and the evolutionary steps are shown in rela- 
tion to the completed design. 





Taylor, Basil, introduction by. The Impressionists and Their 
World. 1957.6 96p. Pitman, $5.50. 
Mostly black-and-white reproductions with little text. 





Benesch, Otto. Rembrandt. 1957. 156p. Skira, $5.75. 
A biographical and critical study, which is interspersed with 
many beautifully reproduced plates. 


4% % HH 


It is not too early to begin planning to participate in the 
1958 ALA conference in San Francisco. Programs now being developed 
include a preconference institute on "Using TV in Library Adult 
Education," cosponsored by the ALA Adult Services Division and the 
ALA Audio-Visual Committee, with Mrs. Elizabeth Wright Evans of 
the Seattle Public Library as chairman of the planning committee. 
The institute will be held July 12 and 13, with three sessions 
each day. At least one session will be held in a TV studio, and 
arrangements will also be made for studio tours and consultations 
with TV experts during the conference week. Watch for announce- 
ments about advance registration, and make plans now to take part. 





Committee members include William H. Brett, Oakland (Calif.) 
Public Library; Annette M. Corbiere, Richmond (Calif.) Public 
Library; Charles B, Gilbert, Ste Louis (Mo.) Public Library; 
Richard Hart, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md.; Andrew 
Horn, Occidental College Library, Los Angeles (Calif.); Kenneth E, 
King, Detroit (Mich.) Public Library; Harding LeMay, National 
Book Publishers Council, New York; Irving Lieberman, University of 
Washington School of Librarianship; Raynard C. Swank, Stanford 
University; and, serving ex officio, Ida Goshkin, Akron (Ohio) 
Public Library, president, Adult Services Division; and Muriel C, 
Javelin, Boston (Mass.) Public Library, chairman, Audio-Visual 
Committee. 
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NOTES ON Edited by 


RECENT ADULT BOOES Ruth Swenson 


Of Great Interest to Librarians 





Hoffman, Hester. Bookman's Manual. 1958. 987p. Bowker, $12.75. 
The 8th edition features enlarged sections on foreign literature 
and in print listings of editions arranged under categories similar 

to the other editions. 





Subject Guide to Books in Print. 1957. Bowker, $17.50. 

A highly useful index for locating that elusive title and suggest- 
ing a variety of books on a subject. There is no indication whether 
a title is adult or juvenile as it is listed under a subject. 





General Works--Religion--Social Science 000-200-300 





Schlebecker, John, and Hopkins, Andrew. History of Dairy Journalism 
in the United States, 1810-1950. 1957. 23p. Univ. of Wis. Press, 
20 070.48 
The influences which the ideas expressed by the dairy papers have 
had on dairying and on American life are presented in this carefully 
documented work for the student and interested reader. (RS) 








Roberts, Kenneth. Water Unlimited. 1957. 285p. Doubleday, $3.95. 
133.323 
This final work of Mr. Roberts completes the trilogy which Henry 

Gross and His Dowsing Rod began. (RS) 











Fackre, Gabriel, and Fackre, Dorothy. Under the Steeple. 1957. 
128p. Abingdon, $2. 259 

The title and the chapter headings which were borrowed from the 
nursery finger-play rhyme take the reader confidentially into the 
church to introduce him to the people in the various organizations 
who contribute to the work of the church. Upon this foundation of 
a critical understanding of church workers as they are, the authors, 
a minister and his wife, give a vision of what could be performed 
if all sought after the true meaning of Christ. The discussion 
abounds with examples that make the entire book more significant to 
the reader, (RS) 


Douglass, Truman. Why Go to Church? 1957. 118p. Harper, $2. 26h 

Mr. Douglass,who is a leader in American Protestantism, examines 
this question in an informal way, showing how the Church is the 
basis of our Western civilization and thus of our community life, 
as well as our spiritual life. Each chapter raises questions for 
one to relate to his own thinking and practices; the chapters, 
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"The Communion of Sinners" and "What Do Ministers Know?" have more 
importance for the churchgoer. (RS) 





as Horton. Christian Worship. 1957. 128p. Abingdon rae 
26 2 

"Its history and meaning"--subtitle. The author, professor of 
religion at Princeton University, explains for the earnest reader 
the worship services of Catholic and Protestant churches. There 
is also a discussion of "Why Go to Church?" which approaches and 
answers this question directly and personally. A book which a 
library can put to good use. (RS) 





Ferm, Vergilius. Pictorial History of Protestantism. 1957. 368p. 
Philosophical Library, $10. 28h 

Life-Magazine approach to the panorama of Protestant development, 
stressing the continual conflict between the conservative and radical 
elements in Christianity. Because of the capsule narratives, the 
coverage is extensive rather than intensive. (CM) 








Goldenson, Robert. Helping Your Child to Read Better. 1957. 312p. 
Crowell, $3.95. 3720 
This is written for the adult who has a personal interest in a 
child's reading. It describes and explains the philosophy and 
practice in teaching reading and shows how parents can help through 
the school years. The index and book lists are very useful, and 
the "Question Roundup" way of emphasizing ideas gives the adult 
concrete concepts of how to assist the child. A good book to show 
to teachers and parents. (RS) 


Gratia, Sister, and Hildebrand, Norbert. A New Look at Christmas 
Decorationse 1957. 1149p. Bruce, $h. 394 

s do-it-yourself book gives instructions and patterns for 
hundreds of decorations made from paper, straws, cellophane, spools, 
etc. Extensively illustrated and noteworthy for many new and un- 
usual ideas from the whole world. Ideas are arranged under the 
country from which they came. (KD) 





Natural Science--Useful Arts 500-600 





Latil, Pierre de. Thinking by Machine. 1956. 355p. Houghton, 
$5.50. 501 

This popularization of the study of cybernetics so well and‘ex- 
citingly written will give the curious and studious some ideas 
about the underlying principles of this science. The illustrations 
used to clarify factors are interesting and helpful. (RS) 





Leroi-Gourhan, Andre. Prehistoric Mane 1957. 119p. Philosophical 





‘Library, $4.75 573 


A direct and simplified exposition of the methods used in studying 
prehistory introduces the chapters on prehistoric man from the be- 
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ginnings of known humanity to the end of the age of the reindeer. 
Many illustrations accompany the text, written by the Director, 
Museum of Natural History, Paris. Easily comprehended by the 


general reader. (RS) 


Cruickshank, Helen, ed. John and William Bartram's America. 1957. 
18p. Devin, $5. 574 

Regardless of subject matter, the format in which these excerpts 
from the letters and journals of the Bartrams is presented invites 
one to dip into the pages. The print is large and the lines well 
spaced; the sketches by Francis Lee Jaques are informative and a 
pleasure to behold. The observations by these trained naturalists 
give a picture of the natural Colonialcountryside and wilderness 
as Benjamin Franklin would have seen it. The Bartrams, father and 
son, who founded our first botanical garden, bring another facet 
of Colonial life to general attention in these —— This is 
a title in the American Naturalist series. (RS 





Roueche, Berton. The Incurable Wound. 1958. 177p. a 
10. 

"A trained reporter with a layman's curiosity about things medical" 
tells six stories of medical detection, working from a patient's 
symptoms back to obscure causes. Aspirin, carbon-tetrachloride 
poisoning, ACTH-induced mental illness are three of the subjects. 
Rich in background, history, and as suspenseful as mystery stories. 
This is highly recommended for literate adults. (KD 





Hardy, Ronald. Kampong. 1957. ?2h0p. Doubleday, $3.95. 614.) 
"Working in the mar. rotting Javanese jungle, a medical research 

team is confronted with a catastrophe"--a cholera epidemic. The ex- 

citing story gives much information about the dread disease also. 


(KD) 


de Ropp, Robert S. Drugs and the Mind. 1957. 310p. St. Martin's 
Press, $4.50. 615.7 

This is an enlightening discussion on new and ancient crugs, their 
history, and their effects on the mind. Since the use of drugs is a 
topic of concern in our communities, this euthoritative and well 
written book should inform the serious adult reader. (RS) 





Ackerson, Cornelius. The Complete Book of Chrysanthemums. 1957. 
256p. Doubleday, $4.95. 63509 

This is a comprehensive treatment which includes discussion on 
chrysanthemums as a hobby, how to raise and exhibit them, and also 
information on how the modern plant was developed. Helpful sketches 
and good photographs. (RS) 








Rysavy, Francois. White House Chef. 1957. 286p. Putnam, $3e75. 
641.5 
Of special interest to a collector of cookbooks or the reader who 
is interested in what is served in the White House. Although this 
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is . an essential purchase, there will be requests for this title. 
(RS 


Fine Arts 700 





Rodin, Auguste. On Art and Artists. 1957. 252p. Philosphical 

Library, $6. 70h, 
Long out of print in the U.S., these conversations of Rodin with 

his latter-day Boswell are sprightly and diverse, and reveal much 

of the famous sculptor's approach to art forms and techniques. Many 

photographs of Rodin's works and the large print and wide margins 

add a great deal to an interesting book. (KD) 





Ritchie, Andrew C., ed. German Art of the Twentieth Century. 
1957. 2h0p. Museum of Modern Art, distributed by Simon and 
Schuster, $9.50. 709.113 

A magnificent collection of 178 illustrations (8 in color) from 
the current exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art. Divided into 
sections on painting, sculpture, and prints, the text is both 
critical and descriptive. Such artists as Kandinsky, Grosz, 
Kollwitz, Klee, and Beckmann are included. This is not only out- 
standing for content and illustration, it is a beautiful example 
of fine bookmaking. (KD) 





Doust, L. Ae Sketching People. 1957. 69p. Frederick Warne, $1.50. 








71.7 
-o---, Sketching in Town and Home. 1957. 7lp. Frederick Warne, 
$1.50. Thle7 
-----. Sketching the Seaside. 1957. 7lp. Frederick Warne, $1.50. 

71.7 





With numerous detailed illustrations and simple, clear text, the 
author helps a beginner to sketch the sea, people, and homes, ex- 
terior and interior. Two other volumes in the series, Sketching 


the Countryside and Simple Sketching were listed in the July-Aug. 

Bulletin, Pe LU8. (Ny 

Gallinger, Osma Couch, and Del Deo, Josephine Couch. Rug Weavin 

for Everyone. 1957. 29lp. Bruce, $4.50. 567 
The Hirestions for making the many different kinds of rugs are 

understandable to the craftsman who has had experience in weaving. 

For the nonweaver, there is much interesting information on rugs 


a will add to an appreciation of this article of furnishing. 
RS 


Howard, John Tasker, and Bellows, George Kent. A Short History of 
Music in America. 1957. 70p. Crowell, $5. 780. oh 

Both history and biographical sketchbook, this follows the course 
of development of American music, from the Indians and Pilgrims to 
date. Exhaustive in a limited fashion, its 38-page index and com- 
plete list of recordings increase its worth for reference and 
general use. For all libraries. (KD) 
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Conrad, Barnaby. Gates of Fear. 1957. 337p.e Crowell, $7.50. , 
791. 

This collection from the great bullfight rings of the world centers 
on such figures as Belmonte, Manolete, Arruza, Joselito. Included 
are excerpts from other authors and many good photographs and draw- 
ings. This is not a specialty book for the initiate, but rather 
dramatic incidents for a general avdience. Recommended. (KD) 





Maynard, Olga. The 3allet Companion, 1957. l17hp. Macrae, $3675. 
792.8 
A basic book for the ballet devotee, this includes a history of 
the ballet, ballet terms and positions, and an analysis of five 
important ballets as to story, dancers, choreographers, and com- 
posers. The format, presentation, and photographs are all excel- 


lent. (RS) 





Briggs, Ellis 0. Shots Heard Round the World. 1957. 1419p. Viking, 
e 799 2 
Accounts of the more bizarre and exciting experiences in the life 
of an American Ambassador who enjoys hunting in the faraway places 
on our globe. The man in the family who prefers his hunting and 
traveling secondhand will enjoy the incidents and the people that 
make this book. The sketches by Rudolph Freund and the physical 
book add to the pleasure of reading. Several tales have appeared 


in magazines. (RS) 





Literature 800 





Foley, Martha, ed. The Best American Short Stories. 1957. 3h9p. 
Houghton, $h. 808, 3 





Gordon, Caroline, How to Read a Novel. 1957. 2h7p. Viking Press, 
$3.50. 808.3 
This is a good work for the lay person who wishes to do a little 
studying and has questions and ideas similar to the person intro- 
duced in the first chapter. He should have a better appreciation 
of the novel in general and of the particular novels discussede (RS) 





Atlantic Monthly. Jubilee; one hundred years of the Atlantic. 
Selected and edited by Edward Weeks and Emily Flint. 1957. 7h6p. 
Little, $7.50. 819.8 

This treasury of literature is organized around the various ideas 
with which the 128 authors have been concerned during these growing 
years of American life. Aside from the pleasure of meeting old 
friends in such illustrious company, there is the added advantage 
of seeing another face of history--a face portrayed by the literary 
“a A short but revealing paragraph introduces each selection. 
KS 





Sil aetna ic 





-———— =< ws 


rn 


aon a !/ 


Seale aks 





Seapine 














75 


Haverstick, John, and others, comp. The Saturday Review Treasury. 
1957. 607pe Simon and Schuster, $6. Bl0.8 

The history of the Saturday Review which Joseph Wood Krutch 
sketches is a good introduction to this selection of the best 
pieces that have appeared in its pages. Readers of the Saturday 
Review, students of the Americen scene, and just plain browsers 
Will welcome this book in a library collection. (RS) 











Brooks, Van Wyck. From a Writer's Notebook. 1958. 182p. Dutton, 
$3. 81h 

A collection of sharp, fresh insights from a stimulating, critical 
mind on such varied subjects as radio, bullfighting, Veblen, spelling, 
and the current American scene. (JF) 


Kerr, Jean. Please Don't Eat the Daisies. 1957. 192p. Dovbleday, 
$3.50. 817 

An enterprising participant in family life removes herself from 
the hectic scene to observe and comment on bringing up children and 
such. If the reader is not interested in that subject, he may turn 
to the parodies for a twitter. The various elements in our modern 
life that are held up for ridicule deserve this treatment, but the 
total effect is tiresome if read continuously. Good entertainment 
for the sophisticated. (RS) 





Kieran, John, ede John Kieran's Treasury of Great Nature Writing. 
1957. 640p. Hanover, $4.95. 820.0 

A valuable addition to the library because it represents a broad 
and also a detailed knowledge of nature writing and of naturalists. 
Well known and little known writings are included, as well as 
= raphical sketches. A good source for reading suggestions, also. 
RS 








Sitwell, Edith. English Eccentrics. 1957. 376p. Vanguard, pot 
2 

Squire Mytton deliberately set fire to his nightshirt to rid hin- 
self of the hiccups. He is but one of the extravagant, quixotic, 
crackbrained characters chronicled in this excursion into what the 
author feels is a peculiar British capacity for nonconformity. Both 
content and style are noteworthy. Recommended for unusual enter- 
tainment. (KD) 


History--Description and Travel 900-910 





Wright, Helen, and Rapport, Samuel, eds. The Great Explorers. 
1957. 630p. Harper, $5 2956 910.9 

The excerpts from the explorers' writings are arranged under six 
categories: "Explorers and Exploring," "They Sailed the Seven 
Seas," "Lakes and Rivers," "Plains and Jungles," "To the Poles," 
"Above the Snow Line," "Above and Below the Earth's Crust." The 
samplings will serve as a good introduction to the works of ex- 
plorers and lead to profitable reading hours. A good title for a 
library that has few books on the subject. (RS) 
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Graves, Charles. The Azure Coast. 1957. 272p. Putnam, $5. 914.9 

"Few other resorts on earth can be compared with Cannes, Nice, and 
Monte Carlo in international fame." The history of resort aspects 
of the French Riviera, the anecdotes and tales about Tobias Smollett 
in 1766 to Elsa Maxwell today are entertainingly recounted by the 
British author of many travel books. (KD) 





Lee, C. Pe Athenian Adventure. 1957. 27lpe Knopf, $e 914.95 
The publishers rightly compare this to Kubly's American in Italy 
for it is that kind of book about Greece. The author lived for a 
year in Athens and traveled to Rhodes, Crete, Delphi, etc. This is 
more about Greek people and how an American lives with them than a 


descriptive traveler's diary. Truly a distinguished, urbane, witty 
contribution to American letters. (KD) 





Creesv, Earl Herbert. Understanding China. 1957, 278&p. Nelson, 

35.6 915-1 
This is called a handbook in which the brief, readable discussions 
are arranged under five sections: "The Structure of Chinese Society," 
"The Movement of Chinese History," "Development. of Chinese History," 

"Breakup and Attempts at Synthesis," "Peoples Republic of China." 

The arrangement and presentation of the background information about 
China make this especially usefv] as an introduction to the study 

of this country. The bibliography is arranged under the five divi- 
sions, so that 2 reader could develop a good course for himself, (RS) 





Cronin, Vincent. The Last Migration. 1957. %h3p. Dutton, ey 
915.5 

Part fiction and part fact, this is absorbing reading about desert 
life with a nomadic tribe in Persia. An awareness of these peoples, 
what they think and do, and how they live leaves one richer for the 
experience. Their names and the descriptions of the desert lend a 
touch of romance; however, the struggle for existence and the fight 
against the forces of progress are all too real. (RS) 





Russcol, Herbert, and Banai, Margalit. Kilometer 95. 1957. 335p. 
Houghton, $4. . 
This is a moving story of life today in Israel. Nahum, a member 
of the terrorist sang of the late forties, finds himself an anach- 
ronism in a society which no loncer needs terrorists, His move to 
a collective farm on the Gaza Strip filled hie need for e purpose 
in living. An important book because the authors are both Israelis. 


(KD) 


Poncins, Gontran de. From a Chinese City. 1957. 254p. Doubleday, 
$56 915.9 
The author, a trained observer of societies, writes of his life in 
a Chinese hotel in the city of Cholon, Indonesia. This is d@ report 
of away of life that is vanishing yet offers some wise precerts for 
us to ponder. The Chinese are expert in human relations and in com- 
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munication, Mr. de Poncins contends. He describes their attitudes 
toward family life and also their adaptability to environment, as 
well as the many customs that are strange to a Westerner. (RS) 


Rama Rau, Santha. View to the Southeast. 1957. 2h0p. Harper, 
$3.50. 915.9 
The author's personal accounts of Ceylon, Bali, Thailand, Laos, 
the Philippines report a delightful, yearlong journey with seeing 
eyes and a warm heart. Neither exhaustive nor extensive background 
material, this is rather a current recounting of the state of south- 
rps Asia. Most of the material originally appeared in Holiday. 
KD 





Dovers, Robert. My Friends, the Huskies. 1957. 236p. Farrar, 
$3.95. 919.9 

This is more than a dog story because it is told against the 
backdrop of the Antarctic and reconnaissance missions during the 
French Expedition of 1951-52, The huskies themselves make an 
interesting study in survival tactics and teamwork, and they share 
the reader's interest with the penguins that were under observa- 
tion during this exploration. (RS 





Howarth, David. The Sledge Patrol. 1957. 233p. a i 
940.54 

A true account of war activities in the Arctic during 193, based 
on research and interviews with the participants, who were Danish, 
Norwegian, and German. This book should appeal to men because of 
the exciting elements of adventure and human endurance pitted against 
two enemies, nature and man. The story is presented as a narrative 
in which the characters often reflect but do not converse. (RS) 





Storry, Richard. The Double Patriots; a study of Japanese nationalism. 
1957. 335p. Houghton, 952500 952.03 
This political history of Japan in the years between the two World 
Wars is necessary reading to give a better understanding of Japan 
today. The complex forces and needs within Japan make an easy solu- 
tion to problems, especially solutions imposed by other nations, 
impossible. A carefully researched work presented by a student of 
the Far East. (RS) 





Biography 920-921 





Origo, Iris. A Measure of Love. 1957. 256p. Pantheon, $4.50. 
320 
The reflections on the art of biography that are presented in 
the introduction point out how strange we are even to ourselves. 
Assuming that this is true, how can we really know others, and how 
can biographers presume to write biographies? The vignettes in- 
cluded in this volume are of people who have only the nineteenth 
century in common--certainly nothing else. The part which the 
pathetic little Allegra played in the Byron-Shelley coterie is 
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well told and documented and should be an incentive to reading more 
about Byron and Shelley. Another subject, the Carlyle and Lady 
Ashburton friendship, will appeal to the students of literature also, 
but it is the Contessa Marina Benzon who is the most endearing figure 
portrayed. The revolutionist Mazzini followed by Marie Leneru, who 
left her journal as a claim to our attention, bring this excursion 
into the nineteenth century to a close. (Rs} 


Bone, Edith. 7 Years' Solitary. 1957. 254p. Harcourt, $4.50. 921 
The experience of a woman surgeon, translator, organizer, and 

writer, who was imprisoned by the Hungarian Communist party for seven 
years as an English spy though she had been a loyal party member since 
1918. With imprisonment came the knowledze that the answer to in- 
humanity did not lie within the Communist doctrine of distortion and 
untruth. The unemotional treatment lends force to Edith Bone's dis- 
closure of the ways in which she managed to keep her humanity. (IH) 





Danish, Max D. The World of David Dubinsky. 1957. 3h7p. World, 
$ue75Se 921 

Mr. Dubinsky and the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union 
are important to our understanding of the human side of the labor 
movement, and it is expected that such a book would make exciting and 
well recommended reading. Although the presentation does not enhance 
the subject, most libraries will need this title. (RS) 





Ferguson, Charles. Naked to Mine Enemies. 1958. Sh3p. Little, %. 
921 

A detailed and readable record of the life and times of Thomas 
Cardinal Wolsey. Careful research by the author will benefit the 
student of either the period or the man. (CM) 





Hanson, Lawrence, and Hanson, Elisabeth. Verlaine; fool of God. 
1957. 392p. Random, $5. 921 
"This first modern biography in English of the tempestuous French 
poet presents Verlaine against the ferment of mid-nineteenth-cen- 
tury France." A readable and rather exhaustive study of the man, 
his friends (particularly Rimbaud), and the beginninvs of a revolu- 


tion in poetry. 


Sams, Jessie Bennett. White Mother. 1957. 2hlnp. McGraw-Hill, 

$3956 921 
This story of "Miss Rossie" Lee, who befriended twin Negro girls 

when they were orphaned, giving morel guidance and financial as- 

sistance, is told simply, with a touch of sentiment, by one of the 

twins. This might well fit into the fiction collection, in spite 

- ‘— being true. A condensed version appeared in Reader's Digest. 
DN 








Sinclair, Mary Craig. Southern Belle. 1957. l07p. Crown, $5. 921 
Autobiography of Upton Sinclair's wife, which necessarily chronicles 
the life of the well known American author. Mrs. Sinclair writes 
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(not especially well) of a varied and unusual life filled with 

people of importance and social movements, The content is good 
social history. The title is misleading since the emphasis is 

not on old southern life. For a special audience. (KD) 


Walter, Bruno. Gustav Mahler. 1958. 1765p. Knopf, $3.50. 921 

Walter worked with Mahler, the increasingly appreciated Viennese 
composer, during the last 10 years of Mahler's life (1901-1911). 
Personal recollections and evaluation of the music make up the two 
sections of the book. Written in 1936, this is a new translation 
with a long, new preface. Musicians will find insights in this 
large-print volume. (KD) 





Fiction 


Abbe, George. The Winter House. 1957. 235p. Doubleday, $3.75. 
Young Mark Latham rebelled against the inhumanity of his quiet 

New England commnity. His father, the Protestant minister, had 

an unshakeable belief in the goodness of people despite the in- 

dignities inflicted on him and his family. The story is "overdone," 

but above average in perception of the conflict of beliefs. (KD) 





Ashton, Blair. Deeds of Darkness. 1957. 313p. Little, $3.95. 

A good adventure tale for those who enjoy swordplaying heroes 
and bejeweled ladies and a plot which does not demand difficult 
choices for the characters, (RS) 





Borland, Hal. The Amulet. 1957, 22hp. Lippincott, $3.50. 

As a young man, Quincy Scott felt the need to join a contingent 
of Confederate sympathizers and take a man's part in the world. 
He left his Denver home and his girl, Rhoda, who gave him an 
amulet as a token for his safe return. The little band lived on 
the land and in the open as it crept ahead, avoiding a brush with 
the enemy. Quincy had time for reflection on the meaning of war, 
and,as he buried his comrades after the battle of Wilson Creek, he 
decided to turn back. This story portrays a little known segment 
of life in that period, and it presents a young man's problems in 
growing up. (RS 


Burt, Nathaniel. Make My Bed. 1957. 228p. Little, $3.75. 

Prue Balmorin, beautiful and intelligent, is torn between two 
men and two worlds--steady and capable Johnson and electric, 
social] Hal vie for her hand. Told from the viewpoint of Prue's 
brother-in-law, this is an honest and\bélievable love story. Writ- 
ten with style and taste, this simple triangle situation is highly 
recommended for women. (KD) 


- Carney, Otis. When the Bough Breaks. 1957. 369p. Houghton, $4.50. 
Thirty-five-year-old bud fora faces the disintegration of his 


marriage and the fears that success and prestige have passed him 
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by in his Ohio country club set. Characterizations are skillful, 
and the story is holding and convincing. Recommended for all li- 
braries. (KD) 


Dinesen, Isak, Last Tales. 1957. 3hlp. Random, $h. 

A superb collection of unusual stories quite unlike anything else 
being written today. Fantasy and reality, in exquisite prose, are 
fused to make unforgettable, classic tales. Recommended for many 
years' useful library life. (KD) 


Dudinstev, Vladimir, Not By Bread Alone. 1957. 512p. Dutton, 
$eS5.e 

It is an experience to read this long, slow-paced, and often dull 
novel of present-day Russia. Buried in the endless delays of getting 
to the proper authorities and the oppressiveness of the "invisible 
empire" of bureaucracy are glimpses of home life and friendliness. 
These scenes give a glow to the characters and make them understand- 
able. The story shifts from a city in the Urals to Moscow and back, 
and concerns the fortunes of an inventor of a pipe machine, Lopatkin. 
Fe is introduced as he approaches Drozdov, the head of the factory, 
who has his eyes on a Moscow post. The questioning of party wisdom 
and functioning is centered in Nadia, Drozdov's wife, as she watches 
her husband succumb to success and Lopatkin's continual failure. 
This is not a diatribe against communism "but a washing of linen," 
says the author. There are good Communists also, who save the in- 
vention for the good of Russia and point the way to the future. The 
book has particular interest because it is a popular Russian book 
which may give us some hint of life under the soviet regime. (RS) 





Eddy, Roger. A Family Affair. 1958. 31llp. Crowell, $3.95. 

Charlie Webb married Lucy Chalmers and her family, a small, 
wealthy New England manufacturing family. How Charlie unites his 
acquired family and revitalized the family business is told with 
understanding and warmth. This is well written, a holding story. 
Literary Guild selection for January. 





Gallico, Paul. Thomasina; the cat who thought she was God. 1957. 
288p. Doubleday, $3.95. 

Thomasina is the pet cat of Mary Ruadh, the motherless daughter 
of the veterinary surgeon in a Scottish town near the sea. This is 
really the story of Mary's father, whose thwarted ambition to become 
a doctor twisted his outlook on life into a bitterness which his 
kindly, long-time friend, Mr. Peddie, man of God, worked to dispel, 
The main thread of the story, the setting in the Highlands, the 
veterinarian's waiting room filled with sick pets and their anxious 
masters are believable, whereas the red witch, Lori,and Thomasina 
give the eerie touch of fantasy. Although the plot shows its bones, 
there is enough story to sustain interest because the reader can 
identify himself with this man's struggle for peace. Those who are 
fond of cats will like the story because of the vanity that is 
Thomasina. (RS) 
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Humphrey, William. Home From the Hille 1958, 312p. Knopf, $3.95. 

A memorable family--Wade and Harriet Hunnicutt, mismated and unhappy 
Texas aristocrats, and their only child, Theron, naive and unusual-- 
disintegrates in a melodramatic and holding story. Hunting, small- 
town life and customs, love interest--all contribute to a well written 
tale of the 1930's. Recommended for all libraries. (KD) 





Lofts, Norah. Scent of Cloves. 1957. 320p. Doubleday, $3.95. 

Escape reading which may please some women. Various elements for 
melodrama are here: the unkempt waif who is really a lady, the 
seemingly benign adults who are frustrated villains, the extremes 
from poverty to riches, and the exotic setting of the Dutch commerce 
in spices. The heroine is a bride in a glove marriage ceremony 
and her groom, an idiot! Fortunately, her husband and other characters 
who hinder her happiness die so that she can marry her countryman, an 
honest smuggler. (RS) 





McDonald, N. C. Song of the Axe. 1557. 276p. Ballantine, $3. 

A fast-paced outdoor adventure novel of logging camps in the Pacific 
Northwest of the early 1900's, A Saturday Evening Post type story 
that will appeal to men. (KD) 








Pepper, O. H. Perry. Old Doc. 1957. 2h7p. Lippincott, $3.75. 

Old Doc is at loose ends after fifty years of a busy life centered 
about city hospital. During his visits with the current hospital 
staff, his distrust of new methods and theories becomes apparent. 
There is a time, too, when his knowledge of old-fashioned diseases 
saves the daye Such a story has a place in helping to improve an 
understanding of the retired professional person's needs; however, 
re jo that the subject matter should have had better treatment. 

RS 


Wilson, Dorothy C. The Gifts; a story of the boyhood of Jesus. 
1957. 282p. McGraw-Hill, $5095. 

The author of Prince of Egypt here tells of the twelfth year of 
Jesus' life, as he tries to bring happiness to individuals of 
Nazareth by sharing the three material gifts brought to him by the 
Wise Men. Resolution of conflict between strict adherence to the 
— His love for individuals at last shows Him what He must do, 

DN 





The initials included with the reviews refer to staff 
members: 


KDe-Kenneth Duchac, JF--John Frantz, IH--Loretta Hamilton, 
CM--Carmelita Manley, DN-=Dorothy Naughton, and RS--Ruth 
Swenson 
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BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN AND Selected by Elizabeth Burr 


YOUNG PEOPLE 


For Younger Boys and Girls 





Bettina. Pantaloni. 1957. Unpaged. Illus. Harper, cloth spine, 
paper-covered bdse, $2.50; library edition, $3.25. 

As beautiful and effective in text and illustrations as the author- 
illustrator's Coccolo series, this oversized picture book tells with 
sensitivity and gentle humor the story of a small Italian boy's search 
for his doge 


Colby, Jean Poindexter. Jenny. 1957. lbp. Illus. Hastings, $2.50. 
"A dog from the pound, with a pointer's head and tail and the rest 

of her something else, brought joy to the Clark family... May be 

read to second graders,and third- and fourth-grade children will enjoy 

reading it themselves." Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in 

Junior Libraries. 





Field, Rachel Lyman. Poems. 1957. 118p. Illus. Macmillen, — 
ll 

eee "Many of the poems are reprinted from the author's original col- 

lections, some from magazines, and a few are published here for the 

first time. Miss Field's poetry has a warmth and simplicity which 

are appealing to children of 7, 8, and 9 years, and this volume is 

another indication that poetry seems to be coming into its own again 

with new collections and reissues of old favorites." Top of the News. 





Flora, James. The Day the Cow Sneezed. 1957. 37p. Illus. Harcourt, 
paper-covered bds., $2095. 

The cumulative effect of one cow's sneeze--involving a mouse, a cat, 
a goat, a pig, a mailman, a policeman's motorcycle, a steam roller, 
a Ferris whee], a truck load of fireworks among other things--provides 





a hilariously funny tall tale to read aloud to the four- to eight-year- 


olds. The author-artist's stylized pictures in the seme manner as in 
the Fabulous Fireworks Family add to the fun. 





Freeman, Done Fly High, Fly Low. 1957. S8p. Illus. Viking, $3. 

Picturesque San Francisco is the perfect setting for this picture- 
book story of two city pigeons, told in "breezy rhythmic words and 
pictures full of sun and cloud, wind and fog, and the lovely swooping 
grace of pigeon's wings." Ages 5-8. 


Gruenberg, Sidonie Matsner. Let's Read a Story. 1957. 140p. Illus. 
Garden City, $2.95. 

"This pleasingly illustrated collection contains familiar poems and 
stories that already have proved their popularity with the older pre- 





Sata a talnbie tae a 











ila SS ata Siar ake te a 














83 


school, kindergarten, and first-grade child... Although we prefer 
the individual books with the original profuse illustrations, a 
collection like this has its place and is a valuable addition to 
the library..." Florence Hensey, Wausau Public Library, in Junior 
Libraries. 


Lamorisse, Albert. Red Balloon. 1957. [h5p.] Illus. Doubleday, 
paper=-covered bdSey $20956 

Based on an award-winning film, this offers superb photographs 
with the background of Paris and the joys and trials of a small 
boy who captures a stray balloon. For ages 6-10, although this 
is on its way to become a classic which will interest all ages. 


aed Robert. Time of Wonder. 1957. 63p. Illus. Viking, 
36 O. 
"Robert McCloskey is philosopher-poet-painter, and he needed the 
gifts of all three to make Time of Wonder--the philosopher's gifts 
to wonder about the ways of nature in sea and sky and islands, and 
the ways of children growing happily to understand and love their 
life on one of those Maine islands, from early spring to late autum. 
He needed the poet's gift to see clearly and to choose just the 
right words to make everything vivid for his readers. He needed 
the gifts of the painter to make the pictures which will be pored 
over by thousands and thousands of fascinated children, old and 
young, who will become just a bit philosophers, poets, and painters 
in the degree that they love the book." Thus May Massee writes 
about this latest McCloskey picture book, which expresses its impact 
upon this reviewer. It is a book of lasting appeal and is for shar- 
ing by reading aloud in the family and in the story hour. 








Minarik, Else Holmelund. Little Bear. 1957. 63p. Illus. Harper, 
$2.50; library edition, $3.25. 

This first book in a new series, I Can Read, tells in four episodes 
and with Maurice Sendak's delightful pictures the adventures of 
lovable Little Bear and his mother. The author has used a controlled 
vocabulary, which makes it possible for a first grader to read it 
independently. 


Potter, Miriam Clark, Just Mrs. Goose. 1957. 125p. Illus. 
Lippincott, $2.75. 
"These stories of slightly befuddled Mrs. Goose will appeal to 
the same children who enjoyed the other Mrs. Goose books. Four- 
six-year-olds will enjoy having the stories read to them, and the 
seven=- and the eight-year-olds can read them for themselves..." 

Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in Junior Libraries. 








Rice, Inez. The March Wind. 1957. [26p.] Illus. Lothrop, $2.75. 

This game of make-believe of a small boy on a windy March day will 
appeal to the 5- to 9-year-olds., Vladimir Bobri's imaginative and 
colorful pictures give it beauty and distinction. 
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Slobodkin, Louis. Melvin, the Moose Child. 1957. 36p. Illus. | 
Macmillan, paper-covered bas., $2.50; library edition, $3.25. 
"The moose child, the busy beaver, the deer child, and the bear 

child went north in search of playmates but in true childlike 
fashion were back in time for supper. Pictures by the author, 

in reds, blues, yellows and greens, will delight )-7-year-olds. 
The story will bear reading aloud many times to the 3- and l-year- 
oldsee." Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in Junior 
Libraries. 





Smith, William Jay. Boy Blue's Book of Beasts. 1957. 58pe 

Illus. Little, $2.75. 811 
Six- and seven-year-olds, as well as kindergartners, will delight 

in this picture-poetry book by the author of A Little Laughter end 

in the blue-and-hlack engaging animal drawings by Juliet Kepes. The 

adult reading aloud will share the nonsense and fun. 








Vaughan, Sam. Who Ever Heard of Kangaroo Eggs? 1957. [53p.] 
Doubleday, paper-covered bds. with cloth backbone, $2.75. 

"Perfect nonsense in this picture book for ages 5, 6 and 7. How 
Mehilda won a kangaroo and then--what to do with it. A funny, 
laughable tale for reading aloud in the family circle, the kinder- 
garten, and first grades, or the library picture-book hour. Full- 3 
page illustrations make it useful for the larger audience." Top 
of the News. 








Picture Books 





Bright, Robert. Friendly Bear. 1957. [27p.] Illus. Doubleday, 








e 

A simple story of what a little boy and his two friends, Grand- 
father and Friendly Bear, like best,and it's reading, tea, and honey. | 
Ages 3-56 


Chalmers, Mary. George Appleton. 1957. 32p. Illus. Harper, 
$1.50; library edition, xs 
In the Deep Woods, Trilby, the cat, makes friends with a lonely, 


lovable dragon named George Appleton. Ages 3-5. 


Elkin, Benjamin. Six Foolish Fishermen; based on a folktale in 
Ashton's Chap-books of the Eighteenth Century, 1882, 1957. [30p.] 
Illus. Children's Press, 92.50. ages 5-5. 





Foster, Doris Van Liew. Tell Me Mr. Owl. 1557. ([23p.] Illus. 
Lothrop, $2.75. 

Pleasantly spooky Halloween picture book, which will be useful 
for small listener who is intrigued but also frightened. Ages 3-5. 





Kuskin, Karla. James and the Rain. 1957. [35p.] Illus. Harper, 
$2.25; library edition, $3. 

Fun - @ counting book and good reading aloud for a rainy day. 
Ages 3-6. 
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Lifton, Betty Jean. Joji and the Dragon. 1957. [42p.] Illus. 
Morrow, $2250. 

A good title to consider because of the illustrations in the tra- 
ditional Japanese medium of brush and black ink and the originality 
in this scarecrow and dragon story. Ages 8, 


Steiner, Charlotte. My separa Are Red. 1957. [30p.] Illus. 
Knopf, $2.75; reinforced edition, $3.25. 
Designed to teach young children to recognize colors. Ages 2-6. 





Titus, Eve. Anatole and the Cat. 1557. 32p. Illus. Whittlesey, 

$2.25. 
Another tale as amusing as Anatole. A Parisian mouse who is a self- 

appointed cheese taster in a cheese factory finally succeeds in trap- 

ping and belling the cat to stop the interference with his work. 

Ages -8, 





Ungerer, Tomi. The Mellops Go Diving for Treasure. 1957. [30p.] 
Illus. Harper, *2; library edition, 72./5. 

This second adventure of the undauntable family of French pigs 
finds them on a buried-treasure expedition. Ages <8. 





Von Hippel, Ursula. Craziest Halloween. 1657. [?8p.] Illus. 
Coward, $2. 
Good Halloween story-hour material for the 5's to 8's. 





Zolotow, Charlotte. Over and Over. 1957. [26p.] Illus. Harper, 
$2.753 library edition, $3.50. 

Garth Williams’ colorful pictures complement this story of the 
sequence of the seasons and holidays for the very young. Ages 2=5. 





For Older Boys and Girls 





eee, Ruth. Tough Enough's Pony. 1957. Sup. Illus. Oxford, 
920756 

Another appealing story of the mountain family, the Tatums, on an 
island off the coast of North Carclina. Beanie and his dog, Tough 
Enough, rescue a hurt colt from the Outer Banks herd, captured dur- 
ing pony penning, and add Sassy Boy to Beanie's critters when they 
return home. Good reading aloud for the 4's to 7's; third and 
fourth graders will read themselves. 





Coatsworth, Elizabeth. Poems. 1957. 113p. Macmillan, $2.50. 811 

Verses from the author's earlier collections, periodical publica- 
tion, and from between chapters of her books are included in this 
volume, which will appeal to the nature lover, old and young, and 
may well be shared by reading aloud. 


Cole, William, ed. Story Poems Old and New. 1957. 255p. World, 

$3.50. 821.08 
The editor of Humorous Poetry for Children presents a highly 

selective collection of story poems for young and old. Familiar 
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poets, Lengfellow, Poe, Millay, are here, as well as such favorite 
ballads as "Abdullah Bulbul Amir." 


Hinton, Sam. Exploring Under the Sea. 1957. 6p. Illus. Garden 
City, $2.50; prehbound edition, plus $.50 net. 

Copiously illustreted in color and in black and white by Rudolph 
Freund, this large-sized informational picture book introduces the 
sea, its currents, waves, and tides, the microscopic animals and 
plents and the see arimals and plants of the shallows, the depths, 
the open sea, and between the tides. No index. Grades 5-8, 





Holling, Holling Clancy. Pagoo.e 1957. 86p. Illus. Houghton, 
330756 

The Hollines treat tne life cycle of the hermit crab in the same 
imaginctive text, full-color pictures, and many marginal drawings 
ef their previous books. The deciding factor in adding this title 
is need and interest in this subject, and its facetious and humanized 
treatment. 


Jupo, Frank. Read All About It} 1957, [42p.] Illus. Prentice- 
Hell, $2.95. 38h, 

"A history of communication which at first glance appears to be 
most superficial. There is no index, and the pages are not numbered. 
The pictures done in green and black are in cartoon style. But the 
author hes most successfully presented an interest-provoking panorama 
which will meke young readers want to find out more. He employs a 
zeed storytelling technique that is never condescending." Norma 
Rathbun, Milwaukee Public Library, in Saturcay Review. Grades 3-5. 








Lampman, Evelyn Sibley. Rusty's Space Ship. 1957. 2hlp. Illus. 
Doubleday, 420956 

"The exciting adventures cf Kusty and Susan, as they visit planets 
ir: the company of a strange being from outer space, are told with 
the s-re humor and skillful blending of real and fantastic that 
charecterized the author's Shy Stegosaurus of Cricket Creek... Recom- 
mended as read-alovd for grades 1-3; independent reading for grades 
4-6." Florence Hensey, Wausau Public Library, in Junior Librarics, 











Love, Xztherine Isabel, compe. A Little Laughter. 1957. lllp. 
Illus. Crowell, $2.50. 821.08 

Line drawings add to the fun of this delightful collecticn of 
humorcus verses and rhymes. It includes many of the ol¢c favorites 
(Carroll, Lear, Grahame), as well as the moderns (Nash, McGinley, 
Eliot), among others. “%raies 3-7, 





Machetanz, Sarae A Puppy Named Gih. 1957. [29,] Illus. 
Seribner, $2.75. 
"The feeling of the cold north of Alaska is in this picture book 
which tells of the training of a sled dog, a puppy whose name is 
the Eskimo wore for "go." Handsome illustrations comnunicate the 
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feeling of fur and of snow." Norma Rathbun, Milwaukee Public Library, 
in Saturday Review. 





Moore, William. Fun With Tools. 1957. 6p. Illus. Random, paper=- 
covered bds., $1.50. 75-5 

Illustrated with many photographs and diagrams, this is a clear and 
concise introduction to woodworking and metalcraft. Step-by-step 
directions for making 16 objects of wood and metal or metal foil 
include, among other things, a bird feeding station, house marker, 
and a pipe rack. Grades 5-8, 





Sendak, Jack. Circus Girl. 1957. [28p.] Illus. Harper, $2.50. 
"Flora, a little circus girl, finds out many things in this imagina- 
tive story: that bad dreams are just dreams and that the great 
audiences that frightened her were warm and friendly when she got 
to know them. The full-page illustrations done in soft blues and 
pinks have a quaint, unforgettable quality which makes this a book 
that will intrigue both adults and children." Norma Rathbun, 
Milwaukee Public Library, in Saturday Review. 





Turnbull, Agnes Sligh. Jed, the Shepherd's Dog. 1957. 80p. Illus. 
Houghton, $3; library edition, $3.75. 

"Warmth of family life and understanding are portrayed in this 
story of a very real Scottish family and their beloved dog on whom 
they so greatly depend. The Scottish setting is not particularly 
vivid. Boys and girls from third grade through fifth would enjoy 
this, and it could be read aloud to younger children..." Alice 
Hagar, Campus School, Wisconsin State College, La Crosse, in Junior 
Libraries. 





Wheeler, Opal. The Miracle Dish. 1957. 63p. Dutton, $2.50. 

"Opal Wheeler has written a nostalgic story of a Christmas season 
in her childhood (the setting is Superior). Snowdrifts, bumpy, 
old-fashioned streetcars, bundled up children with long leggings are 
very realistic. Will be enjoyed more by adults than children, but 
they will find it appealing, especially if it is read to them..." 
Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, in Junior Libraries. 








For Young People 





Bothwell, Jean. Tree House at Seven Oaks. 1957. 239p. Illus. 
Abelard-Schuman, $20/5¢ 

Major Curtin, father of sixteen-year-old Thad, sends him cn what 
becomes a spy mission to Sarpy's landing on the Missouri Fiver. 
The boy's involvement in the excitement and political intrigue of 
the period and his relationship with the Omaha Indians, who are 
being agitated by speculative railroad interests not to sign their 
lands away, make a suspenseful period story that will appeal to 
junior high readers. Not as outstanding as the author's stories 
of India, but useful where libraries need this material. 
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Butler, Beverly. The Lion and the Otter. 1957. 275p. Dodd, $3. 

"The uprising of the Incian nations against British rule in Canada 
several yesrs after the surrender of Montreal provides background 
for enother stirring tale by 2 {Wisconsin] avthor... A substantial 
historicel romance, realistic and mature in presentation, which will 
apncal to older girls." Booklist. 





Gunther, John. Meet North Africa. 1957. 22p. Illus. Harper, 
$2.50. 916.1 
"The initial book in a new series titled Meet the World is an 
adaptation of Inside Africas the original sections dealing with 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya have been enlarged with 
historical, zeographical, and other backgrovnd material to make the 
book more meaningful to vonnz peoplee" Booklist. Grades 7-10. 








Keith, Harold. Fifles for Yatie. 1957. 3232p. Crowell, $32756 
"Narrated against an authentic historical background, this sub-= 
stantial Civil War story fellows its young hero through four years 

of the Western campaigneee Despite some repetition and an over- 
burdening of detail, the mature and stirring narrative offers 
realistic action, convincing charscterization, and a widening voer- 
spective on issues and men involved in the war." Booklist. 





New Editions 





Eeton, Anne Thaxter. Treasnre for the Taking. 1957. 322p. Viking, 
Be 028.5 


A starred title in Children's Satalog, now completely revised to 
include books published up to spring, fs7, this beok list is an 
indispensable guide for all interested in child:en's resding guidance-- 
librarians, parents, teachers, giftegiving friends and relations. 





Milne, Alan Alexanser, The World of Pooh. 1957. 1yp. Illus. 
Dutton, $2.956 a 

An exchanting,one-volume edition of Winnie-the-Pooh and The [louse 
at Pooh Corner, with Shepard's familiar, black-end-wnite drawings 
and some new full-color illustrations, which libraries will want to 
own, as well as the individual dooks,. 











Bocks of Information 





Berk, Barbara. How to Have a Show. 1957. 63p. Illus, Watts, 
320956 Grades NeBe 792 


Brand, Oscar. Singing Holidays; the calendar in folk songse 1957. 
258p. Illus, Xnop*, oaper-covered bds. with cloth backbone, %5.95. 
785 


All ages. 





Coggins, Jack. The Illustrated Book of Knights. 1537. 105p. 
Tllus. Grosset, paper-covered bdSe, %2050. arades <8, 940.1 
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Dow, i | R. Brooms, Buttons and Beaux. 1957. 189p. Illus. 
Barrows, $2.95. Grades 7-10. 61,0 


Hamsher, Florence. Party Cues for Teens. 1957. 190p. Illus. 
Garden City Books, $2.50. Gredes 7-10. 793 


Kettelkamp, Larry. Shadows. 1957. 63pe Illus. Morrow, $2.50. 
Grades h-7, 793 


Kubie, Nora Benjamin. The First Book of Archaeologye 1957. 43p. 
Illus. Watts, $1.95. Grades 6-8, 571 





Kuhn, Ferdinand. The Story of the Secret Service. 1957. 17lip. 
Illus. Random, $1.95. Grades 5-5, 364,13 





Pope, Clifford Hillhouse. Reptiles Round the World. 1957. 19lip. 
Illus. Knopf, $3. Grades 7=10. 59861 





Ravielli, Anthony. An Adventure in Geometry. 1957. 117p. Illus. 
Viking, $3. Junior high and up. 513 








Reinfeld, Fred. Fun With Stamp Cobos ting. 1957. 88p. Illus. 
Garden City, paper-covered bds., $2.95. Grades <8, 383.22 


Rogers, Frances. Lens Magic. 1957. 160p. Illus. Lippincott, 
$2075 6 Grades 6-9. 535.81 


Rounds, Glen. Swamp Life; an almanac. The many pictures were 


drawn in the swamp by the author. 1957. 117p. Prentice-Hall, 
$3, Grades 5-8, 57h 


Biographies 
Judson, Clara, Benjamin Franklin. 1957. 20kp. Illus. Follett, 
$3.50; library ioe $3.45. urades 7-10. 921 
McNeer, May Yonge. America's Abraham Lincoln, Illus. by Lynd Ward, 


157. 119p. Houghton, $3.50; library binding, $4.25. Grades 5-8. 
921 





Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt. The Edge of Aprils a biography of John 
Burroughs. 1957. 3165p. Morrow, $3.95. Junior and senior high 
school, 921 





Sterne, Emma Gelders. Mary McLeod Bethune. 1957. 268p. Illus. 
Knopf, $3.50. Junior and senior high school. 921 





‘Scherman, Katharine, Catherine the Great. 1957. 18hp. Random, 
$1.95. Grades 7-10. 921 
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Exploring the Earth, the Sea, the Sun, Stars, ard Space 
(The amnotations quoted are from the NEA and the ALA 
Joint Committee list, NEA Journal, Jen., 1958) 





Bergeust, Erik. Rockets and Missiles. 1957. 8p. Illus. Putnan, 
$2. 629.14°53 
An up-to-date account of America's 5 major missiles-- "Research," 
"Army," "Navy," "Air Force," and "Missiles of Tomorrow." Junior 

and senior high school. 





Branley, Franklyn Mansfield. Solar Energy. 1957. 117p. Illus. 


Crowell, $20756 621.47 
"Shows how solar energy has been harnessed tc cook fooc, heat the 


home, and increase plant growth." Grades 6-9. 





Clark, Marv Lou. You and How the World Began. 1957. Illus. 
Children's Press, $2e 525 

"Sxplains with black-and-white illustrations the beginning of the 
world." Grades 5=7. 





Del Rey, Lester. Rockets Through Space. 1957. 118p. Illus. 
Winston, 330956 629.14353 
Discusses the future world of space ships, space stations, and 

interplanetary explorations. Grades 6-9, 





Dugan, James.- Underse2 Explorer. 1957. 1%p. Illus. Harper, 
$205.6 

"Gives an exciting picture of the work of divers in the ‘silent 
world,'” Grades 7-9, 





fisher, James. Wonderful World; the adventure of the earth we 
live on. 195):. Hanover House, Garden City, 42.9; prebound edi- 
tion, plus $.°50 net. 525 

Pictorial survey of the history of the earth and the life on it, 
that is now prebound, and makes an interestinz browsing book and 
introduction to the subject. 





w----. Wonderful World of the Seas 1957. 68&p. Illus. Garden 
City, $2.65; frebound edition, plus $.50 net. 551646 
Two hundred paintings, maps, and diagrams in full color interpret 
the text that surveys chronologically the natural phenomena of the 
sea, life within it, and its challenge to and exploitation by man. 


Grades 5-96 


Gallant, Roy. Exploring the Weather. 1957. 6p. Illus. Garden 
City, paper-covered bdSe, 2050 551.59 


+ 
"Answers these questions: What is the weather? What factors in- 
fluence it? How can we understand it?" Grades 5~7, 
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Halacy, D. S. Fabulous Fireball. 1957. 15lip. Illus. —— 
$3. 21.47 

eee "The coverage of solar devices is more extensive here than in 
the Branley book, listed above, which provides a clearer explanation 
of theories. Most libraries will undoubtedly want both books," 
Booklist. Grades 6-9. 





Hausman, Leon Augustus. The Illustrated Book of the Sea. 1957. 
10lp. Grosset, paper-covered bd8e, 30056 574.92 
Describes in brief text and handsome, accurate illustrations in 
color the creatures and plants that live in the sea, in tidal pools, 

and on coral reefs. Grades 5-8, 


Hyde, Margaret Oldroyd. oyna Earth and Spaces the story of the 
International Geophysical Year. e e use Whittlesey, 
$36 551 


"Presents the aims and projects of the nations and scientists co- 
operating in the I,GeY." Grades 7-12. 





Icenhower, Joseph Bryan. Man Against the Unknown, 1957. 117p. 
Illus. Winston, $3.95. 910.9 
A panoramic history of exploration beginning with Columbus, 
showing how the frontiers one after another have been conquered 
until now space is the one frontier remaining. Well indexed. 

Grades 7-9. 








Schealer, John M, This Way to the Stars. 1957. 18lp. Illus. 
Dutton, $2095. 520 

"Authentic information on the history and science of astronony 
presented in a very readable manner." Grades 6-9. 


Sperry, Armstrong. All About the Arctic and Antarctic. 1957. 
146p. Illus. Random, $1.95. 919.8 

"Discusses the physical, natural and scientific features of 
these regions." Grades 5-7. 





Stine, George Harry. Rocket Power and Space Flight. 1957. 182p. 
Illus. Holt, $3.75. 629.1388 

"Slanted toward serious rocket enthusiasts but timely, informal 
and sufficiently nontechnical for the general reader." Written 
by a rocket engineer at White Sands Proving Ground. Grades 9-12 
and upe 





Sullivan, Walter. White Land of Adventure; the story of the 
Antarctic. 1957. 2oup. Whittlesey, $3050. 919.8 
"Material from Quest for a Continent edited and prepared for 


teen-agers," Grades /-10. 


White, Anne Terry. All About Great Rivers of the World. 1957. 
150p.e Illus. Random, $1.95. 910 
The physiography and history, influence and economic use of the 
Nile, Amazon, Yangtze, Volga, and Missippi Rivers. Grades 5-8, 
a ae He 
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*. POSITIONS OPEN ,,# 
* + 
Professional 
Assistant Head of Adult Home Reading. Free Library, Madison. Re- 
quirements: Beles. or M.L.5. Experience: 3 years. Salary range: 


$,,749-$5,469. Vacation: one month. Sick leave. Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security. Civil service 
examination required. Apply to Mr. Bernard Schwab, City Librarian, 
Assistant in Reference, Circulation, and Catalog Departments. 

Gilbert M. Simmons Library, Kenosha. Requirements: B.L.S. or M.L.S. 
preferred. Experience: not essential. Salary range: depends on 
qualifications. Vacation: one month. Sick leave. Retirement. 
Apply to Miss Dorothy Huth, Librarian. 

Assistant Reference and Circulation Librarian. Kellogg Public Li- 
brary, Green Bay. Duties: assist head of adult reference and circu- 
lation. Requirements: B.L.S. or MeLeS. Experience: not essential. 
Salary range: $4,020-$4,710. Work week: 39 hours; 5 days. Vaca- 
tion: four weeks. Sick leave. Hospitalization insurance. Retire- 
ment: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security. Apply to 
Miss Sybil Schuette, Librarian. 

Bookmobile Librerian. Shawano City-County Library, Shawano. Duties: 
in charge of the bookmobile service in the county. Requirements: 
M.L.S. or B.L.S. preferred, but not necessary. Experience: library 
experience required, but not bookmobile. Salary range: dependent on 
qualifications. Five-day week. Job open April 15, 1958. Vacation. 
Sick leave. Retirement: Social Security. This is the pilot library 
for the Library-Community Project in Wisconsin. Apply to Mrs. Ella 
Veslak, Librarian. 

Branch Librarian. Free Library, Madison. Requirements: B.L.S. or 
M.L.5. Experience: 3 years. Salary range: $h,79-$5,469. Vaca- 
tion: one month. Sick leave. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal 
Employees and Social Security. Civil service examination required. 
Apply to Mr. Bernard Schwab, City Librarian. 

Catalog Librarian. Public Library, Janesville. Duties: cetaloging 
adult ck: (1,500 to 2,000 per year), music records; filings; some 
circulation desk work. Requirements: BeLeS. or MeLeS. Experience: 
preferred. Salary range: $3,400-$,800. Vacation: four weeks 
after two years' employment. Sick leave. Retirement: Wisconsin 
Municipal Employees and Social Security. Apply to Miss Bernice E. 
Colby, Librarian. 

Chief Librarian. Joseph Mann Public Library, Two Rivers. Duties: 
administration of library. Requirements: BeLleSe or MeLeS. Ex- 
perience: library administration required. Salary range: $,243- 
$4,909. Vacation: liberal. Sick leave: 12 days per year accum- 
lative to 120 working days. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Em- 
ployees and Social Security. Apply to Mr. John Otis, Vice President, 
Library Board, 1922 3lst St. 
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Children's Librarian. Public Library, Whitefish Bay. Duties: in 
charge of Children’s Department. Requirements: B.L.S. or MeLeS. 
Experience: preferred. Salary range: $3,828-$),188, Vacation: 
two weeks. Sick leave. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees 
and Social Security. Apply to Mrs. Mary M. Bowen, Librarian. 
Reference-Circulation Assistant. Public Library, Appleton. Duties: 
share respons with reference librarian for all types of refer- 
ence work and assume some duties in Circulation Department. Require- 
ments: BeLeS. or MeLeS. Salary range: $320-$),35 per month, depend- 
ing on qualifications. Work week: 39 hours; 5 days. Vacation. 
Sick leave. Blue«Cross-Blue Shield: 50% paid by municipality. Re- 
tirement: Wisconsin Municipal and Social Security. Apply to Mise 
Edith A. Rechcygl, Librarian. 
Head Children's Librarian. Public Library, Fond du Lac. Duties: 
general supervision of Children's Department. Requirements: B.LeS. 
or M.L.S. Experience: preferred but not required. Salary range: 
$,,285-$5,587. Vacation: one month. Sick leave. Retirement. 
Apply to Eugene G. McLane, Director. 
Head Librarian. Vaughn Public Library, Ashland. Duties: adminis- 
tration of library. Requirements: B.L.S. or M.L.S. and Wisconsin 
Grade One certificate. Experience: essential. Salary: $):,800. 
Vacation: two weeks. Sick leave. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal 
Employees and Social Security. Apply to Mrs. William Tucker, Presi- 
dent, Board of Directors. 
Hospital Librarian. Veterans' Administration Center, Wood (located 
in Wilaaukee)- Duties: provide direct service to hospitalized 
veterans. Requirements: B.LeS. or MeL.S. Position carries federal 
civil service rating of GS-5 or -6. Interested persons contact Per- 
sonnel Office, VA Center, Wood, Wise 
Reference Librarian. Nekoosa-Edwards Paper Company, Port Edwards. 
Th charge of organizing a new library. Salary: %3,800-$,200, de- 
pending on training and experience. Liberal vacation, sick leave, 
and insurance benefits. Apply to Mr. E. P. Surprison, Employment Dir. 
Elementary School Librarian. Elementary Schools, Wausau. Duties: 
to work with elementary teachers in establishing elementary librar- 
ies (10), to assist with book selection to work with elementary 
teacher groups. Requirements: B.eLeS. or MeLeS. preferred and a 
school library certificate. Experience: desirable, but not neces- 
sarye Salary range: $3,700-$5,800. Vacation: same as teachers. 
Sick leave. Retirement: Teachers Retirement and Social Security. 
Apply to Mr. Ge W. Rannerman, Superintendent of Schools. 
Nonprofessional 
Assistant Catalog Librarian. Public Library, Eau Claire. Duties: 
catalog schonl and children's books under direction of the catalog 
librarian. Requirements: Grade 2? Wisconsin library certificate. 
Experience: preferred. Salary: open. Vacation: two weeks after 
one year of employment and four weeks thereafter. Sick leave. Re- 
tirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security. Apply 
-to Mr. Gerald A. Somers, Librarian. 
Head Librarian. Public Library, Menomonee Falls. Requirements: at 
least a Grade 3 Wisconsin library certificate or college degree. 
Age: 25 or over. Woman. Experience: preferred. Salary: open. 
Vacation: two weeks. Sick leave. Apply to Mrs. Maude Shunk, Li- 
brerian. 
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JUST ARRIVED! 


Yere are the busy Eau Claire Jaycees working to remodel a room 


ef the Public Library for en exhibit area as described on pe. 9 of 
this issue. ‘Tive them 2 job, and vour Jaycees will roll up their 


sleeves, t00e 





a a 
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